


SCBA February 2026
Office Schedule

Feb. 4™ 11:30Am  Family Law Committee Meeting
Bender’s Tavern

Feb. 5" 12:00N0ON Community Involvement
Committee Meeting

Feb. 9" 4:00 pm Disputed Fee Committee Meeting

Feb. 16" OFFICE CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE

OF PRESIDENTS’ DAY
Feb. 17" 3:45 pm Grievance Committee Meeting
Feb. 18" 12:00NoON Law Day Committee Meeting

Feb. 18" 4:00 pm Executive Committee Meeting

Feb. 23" 12:00N0ON Technology Committee Meeting

March 25, 2026

April 24, 2026

2026 CLE Seminars

February 24,2026 Barristers CLE

Bender’s Tavern
See Pg. 4

2026 Municipal Court Seminar
SCBA Conference Room
See Pg. 5

30th Annual White-Williams
Bankruptcy Institute
Hartville Kitchen

See Pgs. 6-7

Did You Know?

As a member of the Stark County Bar Association
you may request for your review our annual Budget
or our Statement of Assets, Liabilities and Net Assets.
These financial documents are available upon request
made to Tina McCort, our Executive Director.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
DETAILS TO COME

2026 Family Law Seminar
SCBA Conference Room

April 1, 2026

April 29, 2026

2026 Law Day Seminar
“The Declaration of Independence at 250”
La Pizzaria Restaurant

Reminder: M - 2!
Gomplete your GLE hy Dec. 31, 2026

x*

NOTARY EDUCATION CLASS

& TESTING

Classes and Testing offered every 2nd & 4th Tuesday
Stark County Bar Association Office

*By Appointment Only*

1 Hour Renewal Education Class « 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM

3 Hour New Notary Public Education Class
12:00 Noon - 3:00 PM
TESTING 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Online classes and testing
available at our website: www.StarkCtyBar.com

THE STARK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
follow us on

Like us on:
1] facebook | By X

The Bar Office E-Mail Addresses:

Tina@StarkCtyBar.com
SCBAReferral@StarkCtyBar.com
CLE@StarkCtyBar.com
SCBANotary@StarkCtyBar.com
Visit us at www.StarkCtyBar.com

THE BAR JOURNAL

Official Publication of the Stark County Bar Association
FOUNDED IN 1900

Suite 400, Courtyard Centre
116 Cleveland Ave., N.W. « Canton, Ohio 44702

Beverly P. Proctor-Donald, Bar President
Tina McCort, Executive Director & Editor
Chris Diaz, Bookkeeper & Editor

BAR OFFICE PHONE 330-453-0685 « E-MAIL ADDRESS
BAR OFFICE FAX 330-453-0180 « SCB@starkctybar.com
www.StarkCtyBar.com

The Bar Journal is published monthly for all bar
members. Free to members, $20.00 per year to others.

All communications and editorial material should be
directed to the Bar Association office by the fifteenth
day of the month preceding publication.

Opinions and positions expressed in the signed material
are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect
those of the Stark County Bar Association, its officers, staft
or board of editors.




From Our President

February has arrived in a flash and just like that, the

new year is well underway! The frigid temperatures and
snowy days of January left many of us, myself included,
housebound. With the extra time indoors, I found myself
starting several small projects that quickly evolved into an
unintended New Year’s resolution: decluttering and em-
bracing the age-old adage, “a place for everything and ev-
erything in its place.” My goal was to reduce the amount
of “everything” not just for my own benefit, but for my
sole offspring as well. The objective was simple—“clean up
your mess so someone else won’t have to.”

As I sorted through and disposed of old magazines, junk
snail mail (which somehow still persists even in our
electronic age), and junk emails, I realized just how time-
consuming this project can be. The process is prolonged,
not only because I pause to reminisce when I come across
old photographs, letters, and cards—one even contain-

ing a $100 bill-but also because it’s easy to get lost in
memories and distracted by the myriad of subject matters.
Although I eliminated a great deal of useless clutter, some
of the miscellaneous items found in closets, cabinets, and
drawers are truly valuable and deserve to be retained and
properly stored.

While muddling through my personal papers and items
at home, I could not help but reflect on how tedious
winding down my private practice was. It struck me how
challenging it would be for someone else to make sense
of my organizational system. | remember working week-
ends for my father-in-law, an insurance broker, whose
office always seemed to be a chaotic sea of paperwork,
reminiscent of the aftermath of a confetti machine at a
championship game. Despite the apparent disarray, he
could always locate any document on demand. Similarly,
['ve often observed attorneys’ offices where papers pile up
in a seemingly haphazard fashion—yet the attorney knows
precisely where everything is, while others would struggle
to navigate the system.

Soon after returning from the winter break, our Bar
Counsel, Rich Milligan, advised the Professional Con-
tinuity Committee of an important change to Supreme
Court Rule V for the Governance of the Bar. This change
concerns the inventory of files belonging to an attorney
who, unfortunately, passes away during their practice.
Please refer to Rich Milligan’s commentary in this is-

sue of the Bar Journal for full details. In light of this, I
encourage all of us—whether we are sole practitioners,

Magistrate Beverly Proctor-Donald
President, Stark County Bar Association

partners, firm members, or employed in government or
private sector entities—to make a sincere effort toward
decluttering and organizing our workspaces. Doing so not
only creates smoother day-to-day functioning for ourselves
and our staff, but also facilitates a more seamless transi-
tion for those who come after us.

On another, somewhat related note, please be advised
that the Stark County Family Court is implementing a
strict no food or beverage policy, which will be enforced
by deputies. Beyond maintaining a professional legal
environment, this policy aims to enforce order and pre-
serve the courthouse premises. Somehow, I have always
understood that litigants and attorneys were generally not
permitted to bring food or drink through security and
into the courthouse and especially not into courtrooms.
In recent years, this policy—and related dress codes—have
relaxed, with some individuals unfortunately abusing the
privilege and prompting the need for this new mandate.
Please review this new policy and take heed.

Let us not forget that February is Black History Month
and the reasons, in my opinion, for celebrating this part
of our history as a Nation remain salient. In 1926, Afri-

can-American historian Carter G. Woodson established
(continued on next page)
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(President’s Letter continued from previous page)

“Negro History Week” in the United States in the sec- that Stark County Bar members will also continue to

ond week of February to coincide with the birthdays of appreciate and acknowledge the achievements of African
Abraham Lincoln and Fredrick Douglass. Its purpose was ~ Americans in our communities.

to recognize and honor the often-overlooked accomplish-

ments of African-Americans and spread knowledge about  Finally, please join us as we prepare to commemorate the
Black history throughout the country. In 1976, during 250th anniversary of our country’s Declaration of Inde-
the U.S. Bicentennial celebration, “Black History Week”  pendence! Our Law Day Committee has begun planning
was expanded to become “Black History Month.” As this the Law Day Luncheon and Continuing Legal Education
country and others around the world enter the 50th year ~ seminar, focusing on this significant theme and our coun-
of commemorating Black History Month, I am hopeful try’s founding documents. Stay tuned for more details.

7) CORNER Your Abandoned Law Practice

O

mm None of us like to contemplate it, but our time Please take time now to close out and dispose

: on this earth is limited. of your files. Return to clients what they should

h have. Do not count on someone else to do the
Stark County is not unique in facing a very job for you.

m difficult problem of what to do when a lawyer’s

practice has been abandoned by death or illness.  As lawyers we have a responsibility to handle

Often clients need contacted, critical documents  these matters. Please do so as best you can be-

returned and files reviewed and shredded. fore it is too late. The Bar and your peers will be
grateful.

Who is going to do this when you are gone?

Rich Milligan
This note is a plea for all of us to think ahead SCBA Bar Counsel
and not lay this burden on our family and peers.

2026 Dues Bills Are Now Due ...

What Is The Value of SCBA Membership?

CLE SEMUNALS ...vvevvivievieniierienieteeseeeteseessesseseessessaessessesseseessessasssessessassssssessasssessessensesssessesssessessens $360 Annual Savings
* Reduced Rates for Members! (12 hrs/yr.)
e Annual Savings can Exceed Dues

Stark County Bar JOUTINAL ......ooooviiiiiiiiioiiece ettt ettt eeraar s $20.00 Value
* FREE to Members
e FREE Business Card Size Ad for Three Months (business related)

MaIling LabElS .....ovviiviiiiiiiiciice ettt et ettt ettt ettt et ae et ettt et erteerteens $150.00 Value
e Member and Non-member labels in alphabetical or zip code order.
Conference ROOIM ...ooviiiiiiiiiiciiiicieeee ettt ettt e ess e sseesbaessaessaessaensaessaessaens Up to a $60.00 Value

* Members may use a conference room once a month at no charge.

Total Savings $590.00!!

OnrLine Legal DIireCtOry .....ooovviieiiiieiiiieiiieeiieceteeeeeeete ettt ereeeereeeereeeenseeerreeenseeenreeennes Marketing Your Membership

Lawyer Referral SerVICE. .......oooviiiiiiiiiiieiiecieeeeeee ettt ettt ettt ae e aeeeeareenes Grow Your Practice
* Client Referrals

Public Speaking OPPOITUNITIES ......c..ccoviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeteeeteeeteeeteeerteeerreeeereeeesseeereseesseeessseessseenreeessseeseeons Great Value

Member COMMUTTEES .....ccviiiiiieiiieiiieiieeeieeeerteeetteeerteeeseeesseeeteaesseeesseesseeesseesseesnees Substantive & Service Oriented

Networking & Congeniality ...........coceoovviieiiiiiiiiiiiiciecceeeere ettt ereeeerre e e ens Professional & Social Events

Professional GrOWth..........cc.oooiiiiiiiioiiccceeeee ettt ettt e et et st e eraeeenaeeennes PRICELESS!
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Report of Bar Applicant Committee

On January 8" the Bar Applicant Committee conducted interviews of 2 candidates.

The breakdown of activity is as follows:

Candidates interviewed and approved for a subsequent bar examination ........ 2
Re-Examination application approved . .......... ... ... 8
Supplemental applications approved .. ......... . .. 5
Total approvals granted .. ......... ... . . . ... 22

Committee members present and conducting interviews were Chairman Scott P. Sandrock,
James J. Collum and Judge James. We thank the members for taking time from their busy
schedules to assist in conducting the interviews!

Stark County Bar Association
Legal Scholarship

The Stark County Bar Association offers a Legal Scholarship. Consideration is given to the following:

* Students enrolled or accepted as a full or part-time student at an educational institution
accredited to award a Juris Doctorate degree;

e Students pursuing a course of study designed to result in a Juris Doctorate degree; and

e Students in good academic standing in Law School or in prior academic work, as
determined by the Scholarship Committee.

The Scholarship Committee also gives priority consideration to students with demonstrated financial
need; students from the Stark County area; and students likely to pursue a law career in the Stark County
area.

Stark Community Foundation administers our Scholarship and the Application may be found on their
website at www.starkcf.org. The Application Deadline is April 1, 2026.

Investing in Canton: Now open at

CONSUMERS 210 Market Avenue N. in the

National Bank Millennium Center...

Making A Difference Since 1965 Consumers National Bank—the largest community

bank headquartered in Stark County—is ready to serve
the businesses in downtown Canton with all their
financial needs. Tony is a seasoned banker with years of
experience assisting legal professionals with specialty

: Tony Klonowski accounts relevant to their needs.
Assistant V'C? Pres_ldent e Escrow Account ¢ Non-Profit Account
Branch Relationship Manager
Office Phone: 330-994-1363 e Estate Account e Trust Account
Direct Line: 234-287-8406 ¢ IOLTA ¢ UTMA

Put a local bank on your team by contacting Tony today.

www.Consumers.Bank « Member FDIC « Equal Housing Lender
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Law Day Sponsorship
2026 Law Week April 27 - May 1

The Law Day Committee is asking local attorneys and law firms if they would like to make a
donation in the amount of $400.00 to help sponsor our Law Day Events. As you may know, we offer
various events during this week:

M Essay Contest B Moot Court Competition B Tour de Courts
B Televised Ask-a-Lawyer B CLE Seminar B Student Creative Showcase
B Law Day Luncheon B “Why [ Want to Become A Lawyer” Essay

In return for your valuable sponsorship, you will receive four tickets to the Law Day Luncheon
on Wednesday, April 29, 2026 and will also receive recognition in the Law Day Program and in the
Stark County Bar Journal. Don’t miss out on what is an important event for our bar association.

If you are able to help sponsor these events, please forward a check in the amount of $400.00
made payable to the Stark County Bar Association, Attn: Tina McCort.

Thank you in advance for your support. We hope to see you at these events.

Law Day Committee

AR

RRISTERS AND STARK
COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION PRESENT

3/9°S LAW THROUGH THE LENS OF
AN AFRICAN AMERICAN

A hybrid CLE in celebration of Black History
Month

24 FEBRUARY 2026
4PM

In person CLE will be held at Bender’s Tavern-Reception to follow

THE AKRON CANTON BA
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—— Stark County Bar Association

ATA 2026 MUNICIPAL COURT SEMINAR
Wednesday, March 25, 2026 « SCBA Conference Room

12:45 p.M. REGISTRATION - Coffee & Water provided.

1:00 p.M. CANTON MUNICIPAL COURT
Honorable Kristen D. Guardado
Honorable Jeremy J. Foltz
Honorable Katie Erchick Gilbert
Honorable Earle E. Wise, Jr.
Chief Magistrate Derek C. McClowry
Magistrate Julie Haymond
Magistrate Christopher A. Newlon

Tips From The Bench

2:00 P.M. MASSILLON MUNICIPAL COURT
Honorable Joel C. Fichter
Honorable Andrea M. Scassa
Magistrate Evan Heck
Probation Officer Lindsay McManus
1. Arraignments, Evictions & Hearings

2. Sealings/Expungements
3. View from the Bench

3:00 p.M. BREAK

3:15 P.M. ALLIANCE MUNICIPAL COURT
Honorable Andrew L. Zumbar
1. Landlord Tenant Issues (Including land installment contracts)
2. Criminal Forms and Practices
3. Applications to Seal/Expunge
4. Driver’s License Issues/Getting valid/limited privileges
5. Court Appointed Attorney Fees

4:15 P.M. ADJOURN 2

“Members: $90.00 Associate Members: $75.00 Non-Members: $165.00
Name Atty. Reg. No.
Address
Email

*PLEASE NOTE: If you are currently a member of any local bar association, you may attend at our members’ price.
Do you prefer to receive the seminar materials via Email or Hard Copy on the day of the seminar? Circle One.

Please mail checks to: Stark County Bar Association
116 Cleveland Avenue, N.W., Suite 400, Canton, Ohio 44702-1728

NO REFUNDS UNLESS RESERVATION CANCELLATION IS RECEIVED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF SEMINAR.
Application has been submitted for 3.00 General CLE Credit Hours.
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THE 30TH ANNUAL

WHITE-WILLIAMS BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

A

1015 Edison Street NW, Hartville, OH 44632 2 socion

April 24, 2026 <COUNZ,
The Hartville Kitchen § L

akron bar
associafion 6.75 CLEs applied for (5.75 General Hrs. & 1 Professional Conduct Hr.)
7:45 AM. REGISTRATION WITH CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST
8:10 A.M. WELCOME
Anthony J. DeGirolamo, Esq., Chair, Bankruptcy Committee, Stark County Bar Association
Michael Steel, Esq., Chair, Bankruptcy & Commercial Law Section, Akron Bar Association
8:15 A.M. NEW CHAPTER 13 FORMS
James Galehouse, Esq., Office of the Chapter 13 Trustee
Joe Ferrise, Esq., Office of the Chapter 13 Trustee
8:45 A.M. REBUILDING CLIENT CREDIT
Beth Ann Schenz, Esq., Senior VP, Huntington National Bank
9:15 A.M. CASE LAW UPDATE
The Hon. John P. Gustafson, U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Northern District of Ohio
Thomas D. DeCarlo, Esq., Osipov Bigel, P.C.
10:30 A.M. BREAK
10:45 a.M. ECONOMIC AND FILING TRENDS UPDATE
Dr. William Rule, St., Economist, Administrative Office of the United States Courts, Washington, D.C.
11:45 A.M. BEST PRACTICES - POTENTIAL AI PROBLEMS
Marc Dann, Esq., The Dann Law Firm
12:15 p.M. LUNCH - Gary Rosen/Peter Tsarnas tribute to Marc Gertz
1:15 p.M. DIGITAL CURRENCY AND NON-TRADITIONAL BANKING
Matt Bodnar, Esq., Roderick Linton Belfance LLP
2:15 P.M. OHIO TAX PANEL
Allison Archer, Esq., Ohio Attorney General’s Office
Cory Steinmetz, Esq., Ohio Attorney General’s Office
Katherine Zucca, Esq., Ohio Attorney General’s Office
3:15 pP.M. PIE BREAK Sponsored by Vance P. Trueman, Esq. & Nicole Metzger
3:30 P.M. LIES, DECEIT AND THE ETHICAL RULES, CAN ATTORNEYS PRACTICE
DECEPTION?
Phil Bogdanoff, Esq.
4:30 p.M. CLOSING REMARKS
Drawing for the Dean Wyman Scholarship
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 2026 - THE 30TH ANNUAL WHITE-WILLIAMS BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE
Register online at www.akronbar.org/events, Register by phone Akron Bar Association 330-436-0112,
OR Register online and choose “Payment at Later Time,” then mail this form with your check to:

Akron Bar Association, 57 S. Broadway St., Akron, OH 44308.
NAME:

FIRM:

ADDRESS:

CITY/STATE/ZIP:

PHONE: ( ) - E-MAIL:
(must provide in order to receive registration confirmation/receipt/link to materials)
OHIO REG. #
LUNCH CHOICE:
Baked Boneless Chicken OR Baked Fish OR Vegetarian Pasta No Lunch____
SEMINAR FEE GENERAL SEMINAR INFORMATION:
(includes continental breakfast, lunch and electronic

MATERIALS: Handouts for this program will be provided to all

materials) attendees in electronic, rather than hard copy format.
Stark County Bar Members, When you register, be sure to include your email address so
Advance Registration (Early Bird) $249.00 that we can notify you when the electronic materials are
available. WI-FI access may be interrupted at the Hartville
Stark County Bar Members, Kitchen; Aitendees are encouraged to download the
At the Door Registration $274.00 handouts to their devices and ensure that the device is fully
charged before arriving at the seminar or print materials
Associate Members/Associate prior to the seminar. The materials will be available af
Guests Advance Registration (Early bird) $149.00 A SKILDOLON . kr”n Lorg (under CLE heading. click on “Seminar
Materials”).
Associate Members/ Associate Guests
At the Door Registration $174.00 CANCELLATION POLICY: Cancellations must be submitted in
writing via email: cle@akronbar.org. Refunds will be made
A+kron Members $70.00 with the following charge: a $45.00 cancellation fee. If no

cancellation is received PRIOR to 12:00 p.m. the day before
the seminar, no refund will be issued. The Akron Bar
Association reserves the right to change or cancel the
program if circumstances warrant.

Akron Classic Members, Advance Registration
(Earty Bird) g $249.00
Akron Classic Members, At the Door

Registration $274.00

ACCREDITATION: The Akron Bar Association is an approved
$399.00 sponsor of Continuing Legal Education seminars. Under Rule

Aftorney Guests (Early Bird) X (Ohio CLE) we will request credit for this program.

istrati 414.00
Attorney Guests, At Door Registration 3 SERVICES FOR PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES: If special
Judiciary & Law Clerk will attend for free arrangements are required for individuals to attend this
TOTAL FEE S seminar, please contact the CLE Department at

330-436-0112 at least one week prior to the seminar.
Registration Options:

Online: www.akronbar.org with credit card payment DIRECTIONS TO HARTVILLE KITCHEN: . .

Phone: Akron Bar Association 330-436-0112 FROM AKRON: Take |-77 S to OH-241 Exit (EXIT #1 ]8) toward
OH 619/Massillon. Turn LEFT on Massillon Rd/OH-241. Turn

Register online, choose "Payment at a later Time", RIGHT on E. Turkeyfoot Lake Rd./OH-619. Follow OH-619 past

and mail this form with your check to: Cleveland Ave. The Hartville Kitchen is on the left side of the

Akron Bar Association street.

57 S. Broadway Street FROM CANTON: Take I-77 N to OH-241 Exit (Exit #118). Turn

Akron, Ohio 44308 RIGHT on Massillon Rd/OH-241. Turn RIGHT on E. Turkeyfoot
Lake Rd./OH-619. Follow OH-619 past Cleveland Ave. The

Regisfrqﬁon Info: Regisfrqﬁon fee includes CLE Hartville Kitchen is on the left side of the street.

electronic materials, continental breakfast & lunch.
Registration received after 4/16/2026 will ensure an
additional $25 fee.
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This year, we will take the opportunity to recognize local practitioners who are celebrating 50
years in the practice of law. Our next attorney to be recognized for a largely commendable 50
years of practice is the Honorable William B. Hoffman.

501H Year Spotlight
Honorable William B. Hoffman

We are pleased to recognize
Judge William B. Hoffman as
a 50-year practitioner. Judge
Hoffman is the senior judge
at the Fifth District Court of
Appeals, having served on the
court since 1991, after having
served three years as Canton
Municipal Court Judge.

Judge Hoffman is a graduate
of The College of Wooster
(1973) and the University of
Akron School of Law (1976). It comes as no surprise he
chose the legal profession. His father and uncle were both
attorneys - with his late father, Judge John R. Hoffman,
Sr. also serving on the Fifth District Court of Appeals.
His younger and older brothers are also attorneys.
Judge Hoffman explained this made for interesting
Thanksgiving dinner discussions (arguments) that his
father usually won because he had the loudest voice!

Judge Hoffman is blessed to be married to Marjie
(Gaumer) Hoffman for the past twelve years. They have
no children, but Judge Hoffman has two sons from a
prior marriage, Kyle, a server at Twisted Olive Restaurant,
and Brian (Jennifer), a lawyer in Cuyahoga County... thus
the family tradition continues. Judge Hoffman is the
proud grandfather of four: Brynn, Nolan, Annalise, and
Aurora Skye.

In reflecting over his 50 years of practice, he notes the
practice of law has become more contentious; much the
same as has the political discourse evident in our country.
As for advice to young lawyers, Judge Hoffman stated,
“whatever you do, work at it diligently as if working

for God, not just your client or yourself. Work with a
thankful heart. Practice the job you have been given to
the best of your ability, and you will find satisfaction in
your career.”

After 35 years devoted to reading briefs and judicial
opinions, Judge Hoffman’s interest in additional legal
reading has diminished. Nonetheless, he continues

to enjoy films centered on the law. (They do not

require reading glasses.) Some of his favorites include
Philadelphia, On the Basis of Sex, The Trial of the
Chicago 7 (featuring his cousin Abbie Hoffman and his
uncle Judge Julius Hoffman &), and My Cousin Vinny.

We congratulate Judge Hoffman on his 50-year milestone
and thank him for his service to our legal community.

PAGE 8
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This year, we will take the opportunity to recognize local practitioners who are celebrating 50
years in the practice of law. Our next attorney to be recognized for a largely commendable 50
years of practice is the Honorable W. Scott Gwin.

Honorable W. Scott Gwin

Let’s start with how you
became an attorney, give us
the background.

[ had the exposure to the
practice of law from an early
age. My father was a practicing
attorney and throughout

my career | have sought to
emulate him. His main focus
was always helping people,
and he showed me how an
attorney could accomplish
positive outcomes for his

clients.

When vyou first graduated law school did you
immediately know what area of law you were interested
in practicing? Is that the area of law you started in? If
not, how did you eventually get to the area of law that
you primarily practiced in during your career?
Throughout law school, I had worked in the prosecutor’s
office as a legal intern. I had also spent one summer
working at the public defender’s office. In addition to
that experience prior to becoming a lawyer, I had done
title work for my father’s firm. Upon graduation from
law school, I did criminal defense work as well as civil
representation of injured victims. I also gravitated towards
legal work in the area of real estate and ultimately went
to work part-time as an assistant Attorney General in

the Department of Transportation including fields of
appropriation and The State Personnel Board of Review.

Do you have any legal mentors you really relied on
during your career and how did they help you develop.
Throughout my career I've had the benefit of having
excellent legal mentors starting with my father, who
always treated his clients with respect and worked hard
to get the best result. As a judge, Norm Putman and Jack
Milligan were two of the most influential judges in my
career on the Court of Appeals.

What was one of the greatest legal achievements you
look back on from your career?

Being elected twice as Law Director for the City of
Canton and six consecutive times as a judge on the Fifth
District Court of Appeals are among my most significant
legal and political achievements. One case that [ handled
stands out as unique in my career and that was my

appearance in front of the United States Supreme Court
on the case of Ronnie Harris versus the City of Canton.
I was co-council on the case with Canton native, Carter
Phillips and we were successful in reversing a decision
against the City of Canton for several hundreds of
thousands of dollars.

Is there a legal opportunity you wish you had
experienced during your career?

I sometimes wish I had spent more time in active trial
practice before moving into public service and eventually
the appellate judiciary. While my years as the City Law
Director and in private practice gave me invaluable
courtroom experience, the perspective that comes from
extended trial work is something I came to appreciate
even more deeply as an appellate judge. That said, each
part of my career informed the next, and I would not
trade the path I ultimately followed.

What have been the things you treasure most about the
practice of law over your career?

The personal friendships and relationships that I've
made with fellow members of the bar are among the
relationships that I treasure most in my life.
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NEW MEMBERS

Charli Jo McConnell, Esq.
Stark County Public Defender’s Office
201 Cleveland Ave SW
Suite 104
Canton, OH 44702
PH: 330-451-7205
FAX: 330-451-7227

Email: ¢jmcconnell@starkcountyohio.gov

Justin R. Downing, Esq.
Stark County Public Defender’s Office
201 Cleveland Ave SW
Suite 104
Canton, OH 44702
PH: 330-451-7207
FAX: 330-451-7227

Email: jrdowning@starkcountyohio.gov

Anthony J. Wise, Esq.
Stark County Public Defender’s Office
201 Cleveland Ave SW
Suite 104
Canton, OH 44702
PH: 330-451-7214
FAX: 330-451-7227

Email: ajwise@starkcountyohio.gov

Brianna Brothag, Esq.
Stark County Public Defender’s Office
201 Cleveland Ave SW
Suite 104
Canton, OH 44702
PH: 330-451-7213
FAX: 330-451-7227
Email: brbrothag@starkcountyohio.gov

Athena A. Giavasis, Esq.
Stark County Public Defender’s Office
201 Cleveland Ave SW
Suite 104
Canton, OH 44702
PH: 330-451-7202
FAX: 330-451-7227

Email: aagiavasis@starkcountyohio.gov

Tom Higgins, Esq.
Stark County Public Defender’s Office
201 Cleveland Ave SW
Suite 104
Canton, OH 44702
PH: 330-451-7204
FAX: 330-451-7227

Email: tfhiggins@starkcountyohio.gov

Joshua Rau, Esq.
Stark County Public Defender’s Office
201 Cleveland Ave SW
Suite 104
Canton, OH 44702
PH: 330-451-7217
FAX: 330-451-7227

Email: jcrau@starkcountyohio.gov

Kylie Thomas, Esq.
Stark County Public Defender’s Office
201 Cleveland Ave SW
Suite 104
Canton, OH 44702
PH: 330-451-7208
FAX: 330-451-7227

Email: klthomas@starkcountyohio.gov

David Belfiglio, Esq.
Stark County Public Defender’s Office
201 Cleveland Ave SW
Suite 104
Canton, OH 44702
PH: 330-451-7211
FAX: 330-451-7227

Email: dsbelfiglio@starkcountyohio.gov

Steven A. Reisch, Esq.
Stark County Public Defender’s Office
201 Cleveland Ave SW
Suite 104
Canton, OH 44702
PH: 330-451-7209
FAX: 330-451-7227

Email: srreisch@starkcountyohio.gov

Sarah E. Reed, Esq.
Layman Law Group, LLC
4481 Munson Street, NW

Suite 301
Canton, OH 44718
PH: 330-493-8833
FAX: 330-493-1733

Email: sarah@layman-lawgroup.com

Yanni Tsangeos, Esq.
Tsangeos Law, LLC
1810 - 36th Street N.W.
Canton, OH 44709
PH: 330-493-9901
FAX: 330-493-9387

Email: yanni@tsangeos.com
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Christopher S. Buswell, Esq.
City of Canton Law Department
218 Cleveland Ave SW
PO Box 24218
Canton, OH 44701
PH: 330-438-4317

Email: chris.buswell@cantonohio.gov

VISITOUR WEBSITE: 1,100 E
SlimansPrintery.com uson (T |

N'S
LI %a%é'm

624 FIFTH STREET NW e CANTON, OHIO 44703
PHONE (330)454-9141

Looking for Shared
Office Space?

Dei:?a'nus Lew Firm

\.\:--l

Call DeRamus Law Firm Today!!
Downtown Canton

(330) 617-1390

BEACON

TITLE AGENCY

AT BEACON TITLE, SERVICE ISN'T
EVERYTHING....IT'S THE ONLY THING!
Over 37 LYears oxperionce!

Real Estate Title & Escrow Services
4505 Stephen Cir NW, Ste 104 Phone 330.492.3090
Canton, OH 44718 docs@beacontitle.com

AND
SEBOLT

WERNOW LPA

PATENT, TRADEMARK, COPYRIGHT LAW
& RELATED LITIGATION

4940 Munson St. NW, Suite 1100
Canton, Ohio 44718

330.244.1174

WWW.SSWip.com

Special Needs Trusts &
Trust Reformations

Jennifer L. Lile, CELA

Attorney at Law
jlile@kwgd.com

Certified Elder Law Attorney by the National Elder Law Foundation

KRUGLIAK
WILKINS
GRIFFTHS &
DOUGHERTY

attomeys at law | O, LPA.
MEMBER .
TTEREN
| National Elder
""" Law Foundation
Certifaced Eld

e Elber Lan Ancerscy

4775 Munson Street NW, Canton
330.497.0700
KWGD.com

5,v:¢a ok Weods

ance

T

ATTORNEYS MEDIATION SERVICES, LLC

www.attorneysmediationservices.com

DoucrLas N. GODSHALL, ESQ.
dngodshall@gmail.com

213 Market Ave., North
Suite 300
Canton, Ohio 44702

fax: 330-453-9008 cell: 330-603-5942
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Legal Avenues: Your Road to Solution

the Stark County
Law Library

Presidential Legal Legacies and Their Enduring Influence

In honor of President’s Day, it's a great time to
reflect -lightly- on the lasting legal influence of U.S.
Presidents. While each administration responds to
the challenges of its era, many presidential decisions
leave enduring marks on statutes, courts, and
administrative practice. Viewed through a legal lens,
these actions reveal how the presidency has helped
shape American law in ways that continue to affect
government operations today.

One of the most enduring presidential legacies
comes through federal judicial appointments.
George Washington, who also established many
early executive norms, laid the foundation for the
federal judiciary itself. His appointments helped
create courts that still interpret federal law today.
More than a century later, Franklin D. Roosevelt,
elected to an unprecedented four terms, reshaped
constitutional interpretation through judicial
appointments during a period of dramatic national
change. Life-tenured judges appointed by presidents
continue to influence civil rights, administrative
authority, and criminal procedure long after a
presidency ends.

Presidents also shape the law through how statutes
are enforced. Theodore Roosevelt, known for his
energetic leadership style and conservation efforts,
expanded federal regulatory oversight and
strengthened executive involvement in commerce.
Dwight D. Eisenhower, a former World War |l
general, demonstrated the executive branch’s
enforcement role by upholding civil rights laws and
carrying out congressional mandates. Even William
McKinley, an Ohio native and former Stark County
prosecutor, left his mark on American law. His
administration supported early federal oversight of
commerce and tariffs, shaping the nation’s economic
and legal structures as the twentieth century began.

Executive orders offer another avenue for lasting
impact. Abraham Lincoln, the nation’s only
president to hold a patent, used such authority
during the Civil War, testing -and ultimately helping
define- the constitutional boundaries of executive
power in times of crisis. Harry Truman, who
famously kept a “The Buck Stops Here” sign on his
desk, used executive orders to reorganize the
federal government after World War Il, prompting
courts to reaffirm that executive orders must be
based on constitutional or congressional authority.

Beyond formal powers, presidents shape legislation
and constitutional norms through advocacy and
negotiation. Lyndon B. Johnson helped advance
landmark civil rights and social welfare laws that
continue to guide federal policy. Over time,
presidential actions have helped define norms
around executive privilege, emergency powers, and
administrative discretion, with courts using precedent
and judicial review to interpret and limit these
powers.

Law libraries play a vital role in preserving and
contextualizing these presidential legal legacies. By
providing access to statutes, case law, and
legislative history, libraries ensure that presidential
influence is examined objectively and grounded in
legal authority.

Ultimately, presidential legal legacies remind us that
executive action -guided by law and constrained by
structure- continues to shape the legal system we
rely on today. As we celebrate President's Day, we
honor not only the individuals who held the office,
but also the enduring legal frameworks their
decisions established.

From the Bar to the Oval Office -
26 Lawyer-Presidents:

John Adams
Thomas Jefferson
James Monroe
John Quincy Adams
Andrew Jackson
Martin Van Buren
John Tyler

James Knox Polk
Millard Fillmore
Franklin Pierce
James Buchanan
Abraham Lincoln
Rutherford B. Hayes

James A. Garfield
Chester A. Arthur
Grover Cleveland
Benjamin Harrison
William McKinley
William Howard Taft
Woodrow Wilson
Calvin Coolidge
Franklin Roosevelt
Richard M. Nixon
Gerald R. Ford

Bill Clinton

Barack Obama

Jenny Myers
Stark County Law Library
inform@starkcountyohio.gov
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BEST:ww:
rankep Y Best Lawyers

UNITED STATES

: & Probate
Consistently Estate Planning
Recognized Landlord Evictions

for Excellence

Family Law
Arbitration Labor & Employment
Civil Litigation Mediation
Collections Oil & Gas

Construction Law
Contract Law
Corporate Law
Education Law

Real Estate

Tax Law

Estate Administration

Personal Injury

Real Estate Development

Ir You NEeD Co-COUNSEL WITH
EXPERIENCE IN THE FOLLOWING PRACTICE
AREAS, PLEASE CONSIDER Us YOUR PARTNER:

Contact one of our
attorneys today.

Richard W. Arnold, Esq.
Michael S. Gruber, Esq.
Jason N. Bing, Esq.
Dan Betkoski, Esq.
William S. Cline, Esq.
Marjorie Conner, Esq.
Sidney N. Freeman, Esq.

Darrell N. Markijohn, Esq.
Robert McNamara, Esq.
Jill C. McQueen, Esq.
David L. Nott, Esq.

(330) 563-4149
ARNOLD www.aghattorneys.com

GRUBER .

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

4580 Stephen Circle, NW,
Suite 100, Canton, OH 44718

Jon A. Troyer, Esq.
Ann Wehener, Esq.
Shawn A. Wilson, Esq.

PROBATE BONDS

Guardianship—Estate—Trust

ROBERT L. NICHOLAS
Insurance & Financial Services

2539 Cleveland Ave NW
Canton OH 44709
330-454-6135 @ Fax 330-454-9459

ecampian@rinicholasins.com
rnicholas@rlnicholasins.com

* PROMPT TURNAROUND
* Professional, Confidential & Courteous
* Necessary Forms available via fax or email

e

* Bond delivery available

SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY
IS MY FOCUS

Refer With Confidence

Darrell W. Holland, Esq.

Phone: 330.499.0900 Fax: 330.499.0950

EXCLUSIVE ATTORNEY SERVICES

With our superior track record and reasonable rates,

we commit our resources to the reduction of your
workload and insuring your continued success.

« Financial asset tracking, discovery & verification
* Corporate & personal investigations
 Court expert testifying

Timothy Dimoff, President
Phone: 330-255-1101

www.sacsconsulting.com
www.TimothyDimoff.com

520 South Main Street, Suite 2516
Akron, OH 44311

SACS CONSULTING &
INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES, INC.
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Milligan Pusateri We Will Try Your Case

ATTORNEYS ATLAW Dacades of Trial Experience

Richard S. Milligan Anthony E. Brown Kimberly K. Wyss Daniel D. Eisenbrei
Paul J. Pusateri Thomas R. Himmelspach Jack B. Cooper Brandon O. Trent
Merle D.“Trace” Evans Jenna M. McKean Stephan P. Babik

4684 Douglas Circle NW | Canton, OH 44718 | (330) 526-0770

“We help families like yours take care
of their parents.”

- Tim Moore

. 2 .
Bixler|Moore www.NursingHomePlan.com

Estate Planning « Elder Law

PROFESSIONAL VIDEO SERVICE

“SERVING THE LEGAL COMMUNITY IN STARK COUNTY SINCE 1982”"

Bob Aman
Videographer
bob@provideoservice.com

Ph 330-323-9014
Fx 330-493-4660

3500 Beverly Ave NE Canton, Ohio 44714




