
Please join us in remembering our
Colleagues and Friends who have passed away

during the last year.
Thursday, October 31, 2024 • 11:00 A.M.

McKinley Courtroom (#201) • Stark County Courthouse

Those Remembered:
DAVID L. SIMIELEDAVID L. SIMIELE

JOHN “JACK” BRANNENJOHN “JACK” BRANNEN

ANTHONY “TONY” CESPEDESANTHONY “TONY” CESPEDES

GENE BARNHARTGENE BARNHART

JOAN P. SELBYJOAN P. SELBY

HON. JOHN R. MILLIGAN, JR.HON. JOHN R. MILLIGAN, JR.

JOHN B. LINDAMOODJOHN B. LINDAMOOD

ROBERT J. SHEDLARZROBERT J. SHEDLARZ

STEVEN A. ARMATASSTEVEN A. ARMATAS

ROBERT I. FRIEDMANROBERT I. FRIEDMAN

RONALD W. DOUGHERTYRONALD W. DOUGHERTY

CORNELIUS “NEIL” J. BAASTENCORNELIUS “NEIL” J. BAASTEN

Colleagues, Staff , Family And Friends
Are Invited And Encouraged To Attend
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Note: All seminars will be held in the SCBA Conference 
Room unless otherwise noted.

2024 Professional Conduct Video Replays offered on 
MULTIPLE DATES:   Oct. 9th and Nov. 8th - See Pg. 4
      (Additional dates will be offered in December)

Oct. 24, 2024 2024 Family Law Video Replay
 See Pg. 5

Oct. 25, 2024 Coordinated Community Response 
 To Elder/Disabled Abuse Seminar 
 First Christian Church
 See Pg. 6

Nov. 19, 2024 View from the Bench Seminar 
 Stark County Office Building -
 Auditor’s Hearing Room - Suite #210
 See Pg. 7 

Nov. 21, 2024 2024 Estate Planning and Elder
 Law Symposium Video Replay
 See Pgs. 8 & 9

SCBA October  2024
Office Schedule

FOUNDED IN 1900

THE BAR JOURNAL
Official Publication of the Stark County Bar Association

Suite 400, Courtyard Centre
116 Cleveland Ave., N.W. • Canton, Ohio 44702

Angela T. Vagotis, Bar President
Tina McCort, Executive Director & Editor

Chris Diaz, Bookkeeper & Editor

BAR OFFICE PHONE 330-453-0685 • E-MAIL ADDRESS
BAR OFFICE FAX 330-453-0180   •   SCB@starkctybar.com

www.StarkCtyBar.com

The Bar Journal is published monthly for all bar 
members. Free to members, $20.00 per year to others.

All communications and editorial material should be
directed to the Bar Association office by the fifteenth 
day of the month preceding publication.

Opinions and positions expressed in the signed material 
are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect 
those of the Stark County Bar Association, its officers, staff 
or board of editors.

2024 CLE Seminars

Reminder:  M - Z!    
Complete your CLE by Dec. 31, 202466

NOTARY EDUCATION CLASS
& TESTING

Classes and Testing offered every 2nd & 4th Tuesday 
Stark County Bar Association Office

*By Appointment Only*
1 Hour Renewal Education Class • 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM

3 Hour New Notary Public Education Class
12:00 Noon – 3:00 PM

TESTING 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Online classes and testing 

available at our website: www.StarkCtyBar.com 

The Bar Office E-Mail Addresses:
Tina@StarkCtyBar.com

SCBAReferral@StarkCtyBar.com
CLE@StarkCtyBar.com

SCBANotary@StarkCtyBar.com
Visit us at www.StarkCtyBar.com

T H E STA R K C OU N T Y BA R A S SO CI AT ION
follow us on
twitter
Now X

Oct. 2nd       11:30 am   Family Law Committee  
    Meeting at Bender’s Tavern

Oct. 3rd         12:00 noon  Community Involvement 
    Committee Meeting 

Oct. 7th 12:00 noon Technology Committee Meeting 

Oct. 10th  12:00 noon Legal Aid/Pro Bono
    Committee Meeting

Oct. 14th OFFICE CLOSED IN OBSERVANCE OF  
 COLUMBUS DAY  

Oct. 15th 3:45 pm Grievance Committee Meeting

Oct. 16th 12:00 noon Law Day Committee Meeting 

Oct. 16th 4:00 pm Executive Committee Meeting  

Oct. 21st 4:00 pm Disputed Fee Committee Meeting

Oct. 28th 3:30 pm SCBA 125th Celebration  
    Committee Meeting  

Oct. 31st 11:00 am Annual Memorial Service  
    Stark County Courthouse
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From Our President
I think we would all agree that the statement, “We 

believe that all individuals, including those who are 
impoverished, should have the opportunity to control, 
improve, and enrich their lives and community” is a 
belief we all hold.

In addition, I believe all Stark County Bar members 
would agree with the following statement:

“Through legal advocacy, we transform the lives of 
those in poverty to increase opportunities, fairness, and 
stability, for a stronger community and justice for all.”

However, you may not know that both the above state-
ments are central tenets of COMMUNITY LEGAL AID, 
a non-profit Law Firm serving the legal needs of low-
income individuals and families in northeast Ohio. 

I arrived at Community Legal Aid as I was working on 
our Committee Spotlight for the month.

Legal Aid/Pro Bono

The duties of the Legal Aid/Pro Bono Committee 
shall be to supplement and assist in the activities of the 
Community Legal Aid in providing legal services for per-
sons unable to pay for such services.  

Beyond supporting Community Legal Aid, the other 
common factor between the two entities is Attorney 
David Butz.  David has been a member of the Bar As-
sociation’s Legal Aid committee for many years, prior to 
becoming chair in 2021. Since 2017 he has also served as 
the President of the Board of Trustees of the Community 
Legal Aid.  David understands the needs of our commu-
nity and through his leadership, has offered the commu-
nity programs in those areas of need.

A program that he and his committee have presented 
repeatedly is the Reinstatement Clinic.  Most of us have 
probably had people call us, asking what they can do to 
get their driver’s license reinstated.  We know how expen-
sive it can be with accumulating courts costs, fines and 
fees.  The clinic that Legal Aid has co-sponsored with the 
SCBA, is with the cooperation of the Ohio BMV and our 
local courts.  As David stated to me, the courts involve-
ment and support of the program is necessary to get a 
license reinstated.  The committee is able to enter into a 
payment plan with the individual, and with the courts’ 
help, costs and fines can be reduced.  Without this clinic, 

the people they serve would likely never get their license 
reinstated because they wouldn’t know what to do and 
they couldn’t afford it if they had to pay all of the accu-
mulated costs, fees and fines. 

As part of this clinic, they will also offer Expungement 
services.  They will explain and assist with the Expunge-
ment process.  

The next Reinstatement Clinic will be on Saturday, 
October 19th in Canton.  David’s committee will be 
present to run the clinic.  The clinic is fortunate to have 
employees from David’s law firm Krugliak, Wilkins who 
will also assist that day.  If you are interested in volunteer-
ing, please contact David Butz.

The Legal Aid/Pro Bono Committee also assists the 
Law Week Committee in May to staff the Justice Bus.  
Again, another community outreach tool to assist people 
with legal aid services.  You will learn more about that as 
Law Week approaches.

Another function the committee services is the Help 
Desk in Family Court.  This is a newer role undertaken.   

Thank you, David Butz, Chair, and to your law firm for 
the support they give you in allowing you to do this vital 

Angela T. Vagotis
President, Stark County Bar 
Association
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From Our President  (continued from previous page )

work through the giving of your time, your firms staff, 
resources and financial contributions to these projects.  
The same applies to all committee chairs and their com-
mittee members, as many employers support pro bono 
and volunteer work of their employees. 

David E. Butz, Chairman
J. Sean Keenan, Vice-Chairman
Gregory A. Beck
Melissa Brown (A)
Aletha M. Carver
Christopher S. Coleridge
Jeremy J. Foltz
Douglas N. Godshall
Richard R. Kuhn
Kenneth A. Mirkin
Marie L. Moore
Jill A. Morgan
Rachel Nader
Beverly Proctor-Donald
Elsa Reale-Gottfried
Nikki L. Reed
Sara E. Strattan
Michael B. Watson

Thank you to the Family Law Committee for hosting 
the first all in person CLE luncheon since the pandemic.  
What a great turnout. Thank you, Christine Johnson and 
Matt Kreitzer, Chairs, and your committee.

BENCH: Matthew P. Kreitzer, Chairman
 Lori Brown, Vice-Chairman 

BAR:   Christine A. Johnson, Chairman
 Robert Abney, Vice-Chairman

Mitchell A. Machan
Seth A. Marcum
Morgan Massengale
Kayla Maszczak
Randy McFarren
Marie L. Moore
Cortney O. Morgan
Jill A. Morgan
Victoria Munson
Kathaleen O’Brien
Aaron B. Phillips
Richard B. Pinhard
Beverly Proctor-Donald
Susan Pucci-Sutton
Ivan L. Redinger, Jr.
Nikki L. Reed
Rosemary G. Rubin 
Henna R. Schafer
Mary Lou Sekula
Kari Simms  (A)
Mary Slanczka
Honorable David E. Stucki
Allison Tuesday
Mary Warlop
Michael B. Watson
Amber Zwick

Alicia L. Boyle
Ashley A. Brahler 
Tiffany E. Brown
Quay Compton
Hon. Michelle L. Cordova
Priscilla J. Cunningham
Robert H. Cyperski
Branden Dickerson
Kelsey DiFrancesco
Christopher Dionisio
Cristina G. Eoff
Teresa Fout
Douglas T. Fowler
Andrew C. Glantz
Arnold F. Glantz
Melissa Graham-Hurd
Dean L. Grase
Honorable Rosemarie A. Hall
Paul B. Hervey
Kimberly R. Hopwood
John H. Hornbrook
Jacqueline M. Huntley
Vernon Infantino
Honorable Jim D. James
Douglas D. Jones
Ashley Kimmel
Dylan Kolbe
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Join with SAM Center to collect items to provide Thanksgiving feasts Join with SAM Center to collect items to provide Thanksgiving feasts 
to veterans, service members and military widows in our community: to veterans, service members and military widows in our community:  

 "" Canned soupsCanned soups
 "" StuffingStuffing
 "" Mashed potatoesMashed potatoes
 "" Corn muffin mixCorn muffin mix
 "" Egg noodlesEgg noodles
 "" BrothBroth

 "" Turkey gravyTurkey gravy
 "" Canned cornCanned corn
 "" Canned green beansCanned green beans
 "" Biscuit mixBiscuit mix
 "" Jel l-O MixJel l-O Mix
 "" Fruit cocktai lFruit cocktai l

 "" Aluminum roasting Aluminum roasting 
panspans

 "" $10 grocery store gift $10 grocery store gift 
cardscards

 "" Notes of thanks and  Notes of thanks and 
appreciationappreciation

Help set the table this Thanksgiving Help set the table this Thanksgiving 
for our veterans in needfor our veterans in need

The SCBA Military Affairs and Community Involvement The SCBA Military Affairs and Community Involvement 
Committees ask that the above items or cash donations Committees ask that the above items or cash donations 
be dropped off at the SCBA Office (M-F 8:30 a.m.-be dropped off at the SCBA Office (M-F 8:30 a.m.-
4:30 p.m. at116 Cleveland Ave. N.W., Suite 400, Canton, 4:30 p.m. at116 Cleveland Ave. N.W., Suite 400, Canton, 
OH 44702), no later than Nov. 15, 2024. OH 44702), no later than Nov. 15, 2024. 
Thank you for your generosity!Thank you for your generosity!

Give thanks with a grateful heart

S
A

V
E

 T
H

E
 D

A
T

E Let’s Get Our Merry On . . . 
    Celebrate The Holidays

Join us for a casual evening
Friday, December 13, 2024 6:30 PM
Brookside Country Club

This casual, fun filled evening includes Food Stations, Open Bar, Music,
Dancing & Valet Parking

Invitations will be emailed soon!
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2024 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT 
VIDEO REPLAYS

• SEE DATES BELOW •
Replays at SCBA Conference Room

 8:45 a.m. REGISTRATION – Coffee & water provided.            12:45 p.m.
  
PROMOTING CONFIDENCE IN THE COURTS THROUGH ETHICS AND PROFESSIONALISM

 9:00 a.m.      OVERVIEW OF PROCEDURE      1:00 p.m.
    Richard A. Dove, Esq., Director, Board of Professional Conduct
                      Supreme Court of Ohio

 10:00 a.m.      BREAK          2:00 p.m.

 10:15 a.m.      Justice Melody J. Stewart, Ohio Supreme Court     2:15 p.m.
  Justice Michael P. Donnelly, Ohio Supreme Court
Seminar Moderator: Honorable Taryn L. Heath, Stark County Common Pleas Court, General Division

Topics Include: Duty to Report  Recusal - The Art of Self-Interrogation
  Transparency  Disciplinary Considerations
  Areas of Caution Power of Dissent
  Professionalism and Civility - How to Respectfully Disagree
  Interacting with Self Represented
  Strategies for Insuring Gender Fairness in the Courtroom
  Maintaining Public Confidence in the Justice System

 11:45 a.m.      ADJOURN         3:45 p.m.

!

A.M. P.M.

2024 Professional Conduct Video Replays
	 	 n   Wednesday, October 9, 2024   1:00 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. 
	 	 n   Friday, November 8, 2024    9:00 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

*Members:  $75.00             Associate Members:  $62.50             Non-Members:  $137.50
  

  Name: ________________________________________________ Atty. Reg. No. ____________________

 Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

 Email: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

*PLEASE NOTE:  If you are currently a member of any local bar association, you may attend at our members’ price.
Do you prefer to receive the seminar materials via Email or Hard Copy on the day of seminar? Circle one.

Please mail checks to: Stark County Bar Association
116 Cleveland Avenue, N.W., Suite 400, Canton, OH 44702-1728

NO REFUNDS UNLESS RESERVATION CANCELLATION IS RECEIVED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF SEMINAR.
Application has been submitted for 2.50 Professional Conduct CLE Credit Hours.
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2024 FAMILY LAW VIDEO REPLAY
Thursday, October 24, 2024

SCBA Conference Room 

!

Stark County Bar Association

 8:45 a.m. REGISTRATION – Water, coffee, and donuts provided.

   9:00 a.m.      ELUDING ELECTRONIC EVIDENCE ERRORS WISELY
  Honorable Kristin Farmer
  Stark County Court of Common Pleas
  
 10:30 a.m.      BREAK
  
 10:45 a.m.      THE WEAPONIZATION OF TECHNOLOGY IN DOMESTIC
  VIOLENCE CASES  
  Stephen Bradley
  Professional Liaison, OurFamilyWizard

 12:15 p.m.      ADJOURN
   

2024 Family Law Video Replay

Thursday, October 24, 2024
 

	 *Members:  $90.00        Associate Members:  $75.00        Non-Members:  $165.00

  Name: ________________________________________________ Atty. Reg. No. ____________________

 Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

 Email: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

*PLEASE NOTE:  If you are currently a member of any local bar association, you may attend at our members’ price.

Do you prefer to receive the seminar materials via Email or Hard Copy on the day of seminar? Circle one.

Please mail checks to: Stark County Bar Association
116 Cleveland Avenue, N.W., Suite 400, Canton, OH 44702-1728

NO REFUNDS UNLESS RESERVATION CANCELLATION IS RECEIVED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF SEMINAR.

Application has been approved for 3.00 CLE Credit Hours.
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COURT OF COMMON PLEAS PROBATE COURT FAMILY COURT 
Judge Taryn L. Heath  Judge Dixie Park                          Judge Jim D. James 
Judge Frank G. Forchione       Judge Rosemarie A. Hall  
Judge Kristin G. Farmer STARK COUNTY PROSECUTOR  
Judge Chryssa Hartnett  Kyle Stone      
Judge Natalie Haupt 

CANTON MUNICIPAL COURT ALLIANCE MUNICIPAL COURT  MASSILLON MUNICIPAL COURT 
Judge Mary A. Falvey Judge Andrew L. Zumbar Judge Edward J. Elum 
Judge Kristen Guardado     Judge Joel C. Fichter 
Judge Richard J. Kubilus ALLIANCE LAW DIRECTOR 
Judge Curt Werren  Caitlyn Weyer                                                                                           
CANTON LAW DIRECTOR STARK COUNTY SHERIFF MASSILLON LAW DIRECTOR
Jason P. Reese George A. Maier Justin Richard

S.M.A.R.T. 
STARK MULTI DISCIPLINARY ADVOCACY/PROTECTIVE RESOURCES TEAM 

STARK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
                                                                                                                                                                                          Present
COORDINATED COMMUNITY RESPONSE TO ELDER/DISABLED ABUSE

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2024
First Christian Church, 6900 Market Avenue North, Canton, OH 44721

 8:15 a.m.  REGISTRATION - Continental breakfast provided

 9:00 a.m.  HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND THE INVESTIGATIVE PROCESS
   Suzanne Lewis-Johnson, CEO No More Trafficking 

 10:00 a.m.  BREAK
 10:15 a.m.  FIRST RESPONDER WELLNESS: AFTER THE CALL AND SAFETY IN THE FIELD
   KEYNOTE: Steve Click, Director of First Responder Wellness, Ohio Department of Public Safety 
   Law Enforcement Initiatives
 11:45 a.m.  ADULT PROTECTIVE SERVICES IN STARK COUNTY
   Susan Stroup, Chief Officer Social Services, Coleman Professional Services
 12:30 p.m.  LUNCH
 1:15 p.m.  PANEL DISCUSSION
   Steve Click, Stark County Prosecutor Kyle Stone, Chief Ronald Devies, Suzanne Lewis-Johnson, 
   Susan Stroup, Terri Downin
 2:30 p.m.  ADJOURN

*Members:   $135.00              Associate Members:   $112.50               Non-Members:   $247.50

Name    Atty. Reg. No.

Address
*PLEASE NOTE:  If you are currently a member of any local bar association, you may attend at our members’ price.

RESERVATION DEADLINE:  Friday, October 18, 2024

Please mail checks to: Stark County Bar Association
116 Cleveland Avenue, N.W., Suite 400, Canton, Ohio  44702-1728

NO REFUNDS UNLESS RESERVATION CANCELLATION IS RECEIVED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF SEMINAR.

Application has been submitted for 4.50 General CLE Credit Hours and 4.50 Credit Hours of Guardian Continuing 
Education by the Stark County Probate Court.

!
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VIEW FROM THE BENCH SEMINAR
Tuesday, November 19, 2024

Stark County Office Building
110 Central Plaza South

Auditor’s Hearing Room, Suite # 210
Canton, OH 44702

NEW LAWYER TRAINING!!
Non-new attorneys will receive 1.50 CLE General Credit Hours

Sponsored by the Young Lawyer’s Committee of the Stark County Bar Association
and the Stark County Law Library

                             Lunch provided by the Stark County Law Library

     11:30 a.m. TODAY’S RESOURCES AT THE LAW LIBRARY
  Lisa Murray, Assistant Director of the Stark County Law Library

     12:00 noon      VIEW FROM THE BENCH
    Presented by the Honorable Kristen Donohue Guardado
  The Canton Municipal Court

 1:00 p.m.      ADJOURN

!
 Attorney Members and Non-Members admitted to the Bar 5 years or less: COMP.

 Members/Assoc. Members/Non-Members: $30.00

Registration deadline is Thursday, November 14, 2024

 The boxed lunch options are as follows:

 _____Turkey Boxed Lunch   ______Ham Boxed Lunch  _____Herbivore (vegetarian) Boxed Lunch

 _____Grilled Chicken House Salad  (Select either Ranch or Balsamic Vinaigrette Dressing)

 *All lunches come with chips, pickle, cookie, bottled water, and utensils.

 Name: ________________________________________________ Atty. Reg. No. ____________________

 Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

 Email: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you prefer to receive the seminar materials via Email or Hard Copy on the day of seminar? Circle one.
* Seating is Limited*

Please mail checks to: Stark County Bar Association
116 Cleveland Avenue, N.W., Suite 400, Canton, OH 44702-1728

NO REFUNDS UNLESS RESERVATION CANCELLATION IS RECEIVED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF SEMINAR.
Application will be submitted for 1.50 NLT/General CLE Credit Hours.

Stark County Bar Association
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Stark County Bar Association    

2024 ESTATE PLANNING AND 
ELDER LAW SYMPOSIUM VIDEO REPLAY 

Thursday, November 21, 2024 • SCBA Conference Room

Sponsored by: Judge Dixie Park and the Probate Practice and  
Elder Law Committees of the Stark County Bar Association

  8:15 a.m. REGISTRATION: Coffee, water and donuts provided.
  
  8:30 a.m.      LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
   Honorable Kelly Badnell, Richland County Probate Court 
  
   9:00 a.m.      CASE LAW UPDATE
   Honorable Laura J. Gallagher, Cuyahoga County Probate Court
    
 10:00 a.m.      BREAK
  
 10:15 a.m.      SECURE ACT 2.0
   Edwin Morrow, Esq., Sr. Vice President, Huntington National Bank
   Brian C. Layman, Esq., JD CPA M. Tax, Layman Law Group, LLC
  
  
 11:15 a.m.      NURSING HOME OVERSIGHT: A BRIEF OVERVIEW OF THE    
   STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES OF APS, THE LTC OMBUDSMAN, 
   AND THE DEPT. OF HEALTH
   Blaine P. Brockman, Esq., Darby Legal Assistance
     
 11:45 a.m.      CREDITOR’S CLAIMS
   Matthew R. Hochstetler, Esq., David J. Simmons & Associates, LLC
   
 12:00 noon LUNCH - On Your Own

   1:00 p.m.      Presentation by Event Sponsor

   1:05 p.m.      NOTARY PUBLIC CHANGES/UPDATES
   Magistrate Stephan P. Babik, Stark County Common Pleas Court 
  
  1:35 p.m.      SUCCESSION PLANNING
   Gretchen Koehler Mote, Esq., Director of Loss Prevention, Ohio Bar Liability Insurance Co.
  
  2:35 p.m.      BREAK

  2:55 p.m.      DEMENTIA AND RELATED DISORDERS: SYMPTOMS AND     
   IMPORTANCE OF ASSESSING DECISION-MAKING CAPACITY
   Dr. Jennifer Drost, DO and MPH, Medical Director, Geriatrics
    
  3:55 p.m.      VIEW FROM THE BENCH
   Honorable Dixie Park, Stark County Probate Court
  
  4:25 p.m.      ADJOURN
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2024 ESTATE PLANNING AND ELDER LAW SYMPOSIUM
VIDEO REPLAY

Thursday, November 21, 2024 -  SCBA Conference Room

 *Members:  $187.50           Associate Members:  $156.25          Non-Members:  $343.75

  Name:  Atty. Reg. No.

 Address:

Email Address:

Please mail your payment to this seminar to: Stark County Bar Association
116 Cleveland Avenue, N.W., Suite 400, Canton, Ohio  44702-1728

MATERIALS: Handouts for this program will be provided to all attendees in electronic, rather than hard copy format.  When 
you register, be sure to include your email address so that we can notify you when the electronic materials are available.

*PLEASE NOTE:  If you are currently a member of any local bar association, you may attend at our members’ price.

NO REFUNDS UNLESS RESERVATION CANCELLATION IS RECEIVED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF SEMINAR.

Application has been submitted for 6.25 CLE Credit Hours including 1.00 Professional Conduct Hour and 
5.25 Certified Specialization Credit Hours in Elder Law and Estate Planning, Trust and Probate Law.

!

4684 Douglas Circle NW  |  Canton, OH 44718  |  (330) 526-0770

We Will Try Your Case
229 Years Combined Trial Experience

Richard S. Milligan
Paul J. Pusateri

Anthony E. Brown
Thomas R. Himmelspach
Merle D. “Trace” Evans

Kimberly K. Wyss
Jack B. Cooper
Jenna M. McKean

Daniel D. Eisenbrei
Brandon O. Trent
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This year, we will take the opportunity to recognize local practitioners who are celebrating 50 
years in the practice of law. Our next attorney to be recognized for a largely commendable 50 
years of practice is Mark J. Skakun III, Esq.

This month we celebrate 
Attorney Mark Skakun as our 
50-year practitioner. Attorney 
Skakun has had quite a career 
litigating complex civil cases, 
with a focus on commercial 
and intellectual litigation. 
Prior to attending law school, 
Mark spent time at his father’s 
law office, Attorney John 
Skakun, doing title work and 
watching depositions.  After 
graduating from Central 

Catholic High School and the University of Notre Dame 
(1971), Mark attended Case Western University School of 
Law graduating in 1974. 

During his last year of law school, Attorney Skakun met 
Judge Leroy Contie, who at that time was serving on the 
bench for the United States District Court, Northern 
District of Ohio. Judge Contie did not have the funds 
in his budget to hire an additional law clerk so Attorney 
Skakun agreed to work for free several days per week. 
This gave Attorney Skakun the opportunity to learn the 
duties and responsibilities of a federal law clerk and he 
was also able to observe civil and criminal trials. Judge 
Contie recognized Attorney Skakun’s talent and abilities 
and eventually hired him in 1974 upon his graduation 
from law school.

On September 1, 1977, Attorney Skakun started his 
career at Buckingham, Doolittle & Burroughs, LLC and 
became a partner in 1982. He has spent his entire career 
with the firm. Attorney Skakun’s practice has always 
focused on civil litigation and he also handled criminal 
matters for approximately 15 years. He has handled more 
than 100 jury trials – at one time handling six jury trials 
in a nine-week period. He explained that trials were 
different earlier in his practice. The parties conducted 
minimal discovery and the matter proceeded to trial. 
Attorney Skakun’s trial skills were not limited to Ohio. 
He also tried cases in California, Texas and New York. At 
one point in his career, he was handling more cases out-
of-state than in Ohio.

Attorney Skakun explained that to be a successful trial 
lawyer you have to properly frame the issues, find the 
moral high ground and tell a good story to keep the 

Mark J. Skakun III, Esq.
50th Year Spotlight 

jury’s attention. His personal philosophy, and advice 
to young lawyers is to recognize that lawyers are here 
to resolve disputes and not cause other lawsuits. One 
should look at opposing counsel not as an adversary but 
a friend and potential referral source. He explained that 
with this approach, you can develop good relationships 
with opposing counsel which is helpful when opposing 
counsel is a member of the legal community where you 
regularly practice.

In addition to Judge Contie and his father serving as 
mentors, Attorney Skakun also recognizes his father-
in-law, Judge Harold DeHoff, and Attorneys James 
Herndon and Gary Banas as friends and mentors who 
had a positive impact on his legal career. Attorney 
Skakun acknowledges the importance of mentors and 
he participates in the Ohio Supreme Court’s mentoring 
program for new lawyers. 

Attorney Skakun’s successful career has led to recognition 
from Best Lawyers in America and Ohio’s Super Lawyers 
in multiple practice areas. In 1990, the American Board 
of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) invited Attorney Skakun to 
join their membership.  

Attorney Skakun and his wife, Betty Gaye (“BG”), have 
three sons. One son practices law in the Chicago area 
and his other two sons are accountants.   

Attorney Skakun’s professional involvement includes 
the Scanlon Inn of Court; life member of the United 
States Court of Appeals, 6th Circuit Court, Judicial 
Conference; and member of the District Court, Northern 
District of Ohio, Civil Justice Reform Act Advisory 
Group. 

Thank you Attorney Skakun for 50 years of service to our 
legal community.
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Mary R. Slanczka, Esq.
Stark County Prosecutor’s Office

110 Central Plaza South, Suite 510
Canton, OH  44702

Phone: (330) 451-7637
Email: mrslanczka@starkcountyohio.gov

NEW SCBA MEMBERS

Andrew Hussar – Law School Graduate
Sponsored by Nathan Newcomer, Esq.

Kassandra Jeanette Seabolt – Law School 
Graduate

Sponsored by Nathan Newcomer, Esq.

NEW SCBA 
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Melissa Day, Esq.
Office of Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost

4055 Highlander Pkwy
Richfield, OH  44286
Phone: (234) 400-3576

Email: Melissa.Day@OhioAG.gov

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

Timothy J. Moore Esq.Jason R. Pugh Esq. Morgan A. Barth Esq.Edgar M. Moore Esq. Jennifer L. Brown Esq.

www.NursingHomePlan.com

330.491.2222

Move Recently?

We want to know where you are!  
E-mail us at: scbareferral@starkctybar.com

with all change of
RESIDENCE and BUSINESS 

address information.

Move Recently?

David C. Hofsess, Esq.
Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths, & Dougherty Co., LPA

4775 Munson St., N.W.
Canton, OH  44718

Phone: (330) 497-0700
Email: Dhofsess@kwgd.com

Morgan G. Massengale, Esq.
Stark County Prosecutor’s Office

110 Central Plaza South, Suite 510
Canton, OH  44702

Phone: (330) 451-7871
Email: mgmassengale@starkcountyohio.gov
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PROBATE BONDS                                                     
Guardianship—Estate—Trust   

2539 Cleveland Ave NW                                                 
Canton OH 44709                                                        

330-454-6135      Fax 330-454-9459
bwalsh@rlnicholasins.com                                                                  

rnicholas@rlnicholasins.com  
khaltom@rlnicholasins.com

*  PROMPT TURNAROUND                                                                                  
*  Professional, Confidential & Courteous                                                                      
* Necessary Forms available via fax  or email                        
* Bond delivery available

624 Fifth Street NW • Canton, Ohio 44703
Phone (330)454-9141

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
SlimansPrintery.com

Follow 
us on 

&&  
EERRNNOOWW  LLPPAA  WW  WW  WW  

AANNDD  SS  SS  SS  EEBBOOLLTT  SS  SS  SS  
PATENT, TRADEMARK, COPYRIGHT LAW 

& RELATED LITIGATION 

4940 Munson St. NW, Suite 1100 330.244.1174 
Canton, Ohio  44718 www.sswip.com

Special Needs Trusts & 
Trust Reformations 

Jennifer L. Lile, CELA 
Attorney at Law 

jlile@kwgd.com 

MEMBER 
4775 Munson Street NW, Canton 

330.497.0700        
KWGD.com 

Law Practice For Sale 
Large volume personal injury practice with 
significant general practice overflow. Client 
base covers Cuyahoga County, Euclid 
through Mentor, then south through the 
corridor to Tuscarawas County. Will sell on 
a shared income basis and will train staff as 
needed. Call for an initial review. J. Michael 
Gatien, Esq., cell 330-268-5025 



Call our team of professionals 
for all your real estate needs!

4065 Fulton Dr NW, Canton          
330.498.4400         
putmanproperties.com

2,511 SQ.FT. & 3,179 SQ.FT. CLASS “A” OFFICE SUITES
4601 EVERHARD RD NW, JACKSON TWP., OHIO  44718

For more information, please contact:
Spencer Hartung  330.936.0276
Wick Hartung  330.495.0601 FOR LEASE:  $12.95 PER SQ.FT. NNN PLUS UTILITIES

2,511 Sq. ft. partially furnished class “A” 
ground �oor o�ce suite for lease with three 
(3) private o�ces, reception/waiting room 
area, conference room, bullpen area with 
cubicles, one (1) ADA restroom, storage 

room, and a kitchenette with a fridge. 
New roof 2021, new asphalt and 

new LED lighting in and out.

Convenient Belden Village location between 
Everhard & Dressler in Jackson Township (no 
personal or corporate income tax) along 
prestigious Munson St. Ground �oor unit 

with plenty of parking in 
professionally managed building.

Other tenants include Erie Insurance, 
Ohio Retina Association and 

David J. Simmons & Associates

Tel: 330-454-7411 

For Lease  1 and 2 
room (and more!)
suites starting at $450 
per month 

Historic  
Canton Daily News Building 

Downtown Canton 

Canton Daily News Building 

Included in Rent: Electric, Heat, 
Water. Shared Conference Room 
Convenient, just a 2 block walk 
from Stark Courthouse and 
Federal Courthouse. 
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