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SCBA February 2024 2024 CLE Seminars
Office SChedUIe March 20,2024 2024 Municipal Court Seminar

Feb. 1%  12:00 NooN Community Involvement SCBA Conference Room
Committee Meeting See Pg. 6
Feb. 6 3:00 pm Judicial Committee Meeting - April 10,2024 2024 Family Law Seminar
SCBA Conference Room

Judicial Interviews

See Pg. 7

Feb. 7"  11:30 AM Family Law Committee Meeting

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
DETAILS TO COME

Feb. 12"  4:00 M Disputed Fee Committee Meeting

Feb. 19"  Office closed in observance of Presidents’ Day

Feb. 20"  3:45 pm Grievance Committee Meeting April 12,2024 28th Annual White-Williams
Bankruptcy Institute

Feb.21% 12:00 NooN Law Day Committee Meeting Hartville Kitchen

Feb. 21%  4:00 pm Executive Committee Meeting May 1, 2024 2024 Law Day Seminar -
“Legislative Process and The

Feb. 26"  3:30 M SCBA “125th” Planning Meeting Impact On Your Practice”

Kent State Professional Conference Center
Did You Know? May 16, 2024 2024 Estate Planning & Elder Law
Symposium
Kent State Professional Conference Center

As a member of the Stark County Bar Association you may
request for your review our annual Budget or our Statement of
Assets, Liabilities and Net Assets. These financial documents

are available upon request made to Tina McCort, our Executive _
Director. * Reminder: M- 2!

NOTARY EDUCATION CLASS
& TESTING THE STARK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

1) e X

The Bar Office E-Mail Addresses:

Tina@StarkCtyBar.com
SCBAReferral@StarkCtyBar.com

Gomplete your GLE hy Dec. 31, 2024

follow us on
twitter

Now X

Like us on:

facebook

Classes and Testing offered every 2nd & 4th Tuesday
Stark County Bar Association Office
*By Appointment Only*

1 Hour Renewal Education Class « 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM

3 Hour New Notary Public Education Class
12:00 Noon - 3:00 PM

TESTING 3:00 PM - 4:.00 PM CLE@StarkCtyBar.com
Online classes and testing SCBANotary@StarkCtyBar.com
available at our website: www.StarkCtyBar.com Visit us at www.StarkCtyBar.com
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From Our President

Own Your Mistakes

“An error does not become a mistake until you
refuse to correct it.”

President John F. Kennedy

After becoming judge, one of the parts I found
thrilling was the opportunity to perform weddings
for friends. Although I had been asked only a few
times, [ still got excited to be a part of the couples’
magical day. When a close friend asked me to handle
one for his niece in Cleveland, my wife Rachel and
[ were delighted to head north to join the celebra-
tion and enjoy the weekend. (Except when a woman
who had too many drinks approached me after the
exchange of vows believing I was actually a priest and
confessed to a mortal sin.)

Unfortunately, my wedding glee ended when
Monday morning I was on the elevator with a valued
mentor, the late Judge Lee Sinclair, who asked me
about my weekend. When I proudly disclosed I had
performed a wedding in Cuyahoga County, he non-
chalantly responded, “How could you do a wedding
in another county? It’s not authorized by statute”,
and he casually walked off the elevator. At that point
my stomach dropped, dizziness set in while I gasped
for breath. At that point I thought my judicial career
had ended. What would be the repercussions from
this well-intended gaffe! A reprimand, suspension,
discipline! I immediately envisioned a spinning news-
paper image with the bold, black headline of “Judge
Commits Fraudulent Wedding” or CNN announc-
ing, “Judge Responsible for Wedding Bell Blues.”
Since the bride was a lawyer, I pictured myself sitting
as a defendant at a trial being sued for negligent
infliction of emotional distress.

For the rest of the day I became delusional. I fig-
ured the only person who knew of this tragic blunder
was Judge Sinclair. He was a great guy so I figured
he wouldn’t say anything. If no one knew, no harm
no foul. However, after being up all night, [ came
to work the next day facing the reality that I had to
deal with the situation. Both my magistrate and [
reviewed law from all over the country (and even

Honorable Frank Forchione
President, Stark County Bar
Association

Europe), and it appeared that there was no way out.
[ clearly did not have jurisdiction to conduct a wed-
ding in Cuyahoga County, which then brought up
another embarrassing moral dilemma when [ had to
ask my staff, “If you were not legally married, would
you want to know on the honeymoon or when you
got home?” (The verdict was unanimous - wait until
they got home.)

After being stressed all night and assisted by a
few shots of Crown Royal, on the third day I decided
to take more decisive action. My hands shook as I
telephoned the Probate judge of Cuyahoga County
to inform him of my error and the debacle I created.
When [ finished telling him the story, he broke out
in laughter which seemed to last several minutes.
While I could see how the judge could find my mis-
guided attempt to help a young couple humorous, I
didn’t expect it would provide that much of a chuck-
le. Then he said, “Frank, you’re not the first judge
who has made this mistake.” He kindly advised me
to call the Supreme Court so they could prepare the
appropriate order to rectify the snafu. I was so happy
that we then engaged in a long conversation about

Lebron James. I learned a very valuable lesson that
(continued next page)
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From Our President (continued from previous page )

day - that it was important to own my mistake. As
time went on and I spoke to other lawyers who had
been in a legal jam, I realized that all my reactions for
the past three days were quite normal.

All lawyers make mistakes - after all, we're hu-
man. No one’s perfect, whether it’s a young lawyer
or an experienced one. The big issue is how you
respond upon learning of the slip. The earlier you get
on top of the situation, the better the chance you’ll
have to fix it. There aren’t many problems that can’t
be cured. Sometimes its easier to talk to a mentor
or experienced lawyer to obtain a second opinion.
Maybe you didn’t actually make an error, or they
know of a way to resolve it. Although it’s not always
pleasant to face the music, it’s critical that you don’t
ignore it. Don’t wait to see if anyone will notice and
don’t attempt to try to cover it up. It’s even more
important if you're ever served with a notice of
inquiry from a disciplinary or grievance committee.
(Coincidentally, these notices usually appear on your
desk the first day after you get back from vacation.)
The worst thing you can do is bury your head in the
sand. Even if you find it frivolous, you must respond
promptly. Sometimes people feel that if there’s no
merit, they don’t need to give it the time of day. That
is not a good plan. Cooperation is so important dur-
ing any type of claim of misconduct.

In the end, the practice of law is a minefield. It’s
easy to misstep. If you make a poor decision, reflect
on it, consider whether it was preventable or whether
there are actions you can take so it doesn’t happen in
the future. Sometimes a lack of judgment can actu-
ally make you a better lawyer. You have the choice to
look at it as a failure or an opportunity to grow from.
Keep in mind it’s important that we forgive ourselves
for not always getting it right. We need to learn from
our errors, but we also need to move on. There’s no
sense beating yourself up forever. In the end, mis-
takes happen. It’s what you do with them that deter-
mines your future.

* The Stop Heroin From Killing Committee
will be hosting its 9th Annual Opiate Sym-
posium on Thursday, February 22, 2024
at the Malone University Johnson Center

from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. It’s free to the pub-
lic. This forum is especially important since
overdose deaths in Stark County increased
11% last year. It’s an excellent way to gain
knowledge to combat this harrowing epi-
demic. Three powerful speakers will pro-
vide vital information regarding addiction,
treatment options and the road to recovery.

I had the opportunity to attend the unveil-
ing of the President William McKinley
statue now located at the front of the
Courthouse (see front cover). Many dig-
nitaries and public officials attended this
important ceremony. Sometimes we for-
get the impact he had on world events. If
you are interested, a fascinating book was
recently released titled, The Triumph of Wil
liam McKinley: Why the Election of 1896 still
Matters. 1 found it to be a very enjoyable
read and have passed it on to other public
officials.

A special thank you to all the Stark County
Bar Presidents highlighted on the back
cover. Their contributions are often over-
looked. They all brought different perspec-
tives, outlooks and ideas to make the Stark
County Bar Association admired through-
out the state. Most lawyers don’t realize
how much time and effort is required to
take on this challenge. We appreciate and
applaud all their efforts.

Kudos to criminal defense attorneys Sta-
cey Zipay and Craig McKinney and their
Criminal Law Committee for hosting the
2024 Criminal Law Seminar. They did

an outstanding job of highlighting all the
never-ending changes affecting the practice
of criminal law.

We appreciate our unsung heroes of the
Professional Continuity Committee, Eliza-
beth Burick, Mark Skakun, Mark Percival,
Susan Collins-Berger and Doug Gotshall
who braved the cold Courtyard Center
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out the state. They are looking to see if
there are any other local lawyers interested
in putting together a joint event to present
this enchanting work to the public. We're
also working with them to perhaps get their
displays made part of our bar’s 125 year

basement for four hours to help review old
files of deceased lawyers and remove impor-
tant documents to return to their clients!
This unpleasant task is critical to our pro-
fession. Bravo!!

*  Our bar association is very fortunate to celebration next year. Please call David di-
have two excellent visual artists in Attor- rectly at 330-455-6112 or Todd at 330-454-
neys David Dingwell and Todd Bergert. 1967. We're excited to view all their talents.

Their work has been highlighted through-

Notice Of Position Opening
For Mediator

Stark County Court Of Common Pleas
General Division

The General Division of the Stark County Court of Common Pleas is seeking a licensed
attorney with experience in civil litigation to serve as a part time Mediator for the Court’s
Mediation Program. Duties and responsibilities of the position include: review of cases
referred to the Mediation Program; ensure mediation sessions are scheduled in an accurate
and timely fashion; conduct mediation sessions with the parties, attorneys and insurance
representatives in the Stark County Courthouse; ensure that the mediation process is
impartial; assist the disputants in reaching an informed and voluntary agreement; provide
follow-up services to those cases not resolved during the initial mediation conference when
resolution thru mediation remains viable with additional time and effort devoted to the case;
maintain confidentiality of the mediation proceedings; and attend mediation training and
seminars.

Qualifications include: must possess a law degree and be a member in good standing
of the Ohio Bar; must be a practicing attorney with a minimum of five years experience in
civil litigation and conducted a minimum of five (5) civil jury trials (preferred).

Interested individuals should send a cover letter and resume to Dwaine Hemphill,

Court Administrator by email at DRHemphill@starkcountyohio.gov or regular mail 115
Central Plaza North, Suite 400, Canton, OH 44702.
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Black History Month
Salute to Judge Ira Turpin

1972 was a unique
year. Watergate hovered
over Washington,

D.C., “The Godfather”
commanded the

box office, the
Cleveland Indians
traded “Sudden” Sam
McDowell to the Giants
for Gaylord Perry, and
America began its final
withdrawal of troops
from Vietnam. Locally, a new landmark was being
set as Ira G. Turpin made history by becoming the
first and only African-American judge ever to preside
in the Stark County Common Pleas Court. Judge
Turpin had earned the public’s trust, as he had been
a star on the legal radar for quite some time as the
county’s first black assistant prosecutor and chief
assistant prosecutor.

Judge Turpin’s road to success could best be easily
described as remarkable. He always followed his
grandfather’s words - “Whatever you want to be, you
can be, and be the best.” Growing up the Southeast
side of Canton was very difficult, and he tap-danced
on the streets for nickels and dimes, eventually
becoming a professional dancer performing all over
Ohio and Pennsylvania. He then attended McKinley
High School, where he learned that there were going
to be many obstacles for him to overcome to be a
success in life. A good example is when he played
basketball for McKinley, and sadly was singled
out and denied a room in a Warren hotel because
of the color of his skin. The legendary basketball
coach Herman “Bup” Rearick supported him and
relocated the whole team to another hotel for the
evening. When his guidance counselor advised him
not to apply for college, he responded defiantly and
confidently, “You just give me the papers and I'll do
the rest.”

After graduating high school he entered the Army
and proudly served during World War II. With great
mentors, Frank Beane, Sr. and Judge Clay Hunter,
Judge Turpin launched his own law practice in
1952 while at the same time working at Ford Motor
Company to support his wife and three children.
Judge David Dowd once commented, “Judge Turpin
is devoted to people.”

One of Judge Turpin’s best attributes was the
love of his family. As judge, he took his daughter
Dawn to work quite often, making him probably the
pioneer of the “take your daughter to work day”. As a
Common Pleas judge in the 1970’s and 1980’s, Judge
Turpin faced very difficult moments in a changing
world. As a teen, [ particularly remember him
presiding over several cases during the 1978 Canton
City school teachers strike, in which my mother
participated, along with 85% of the teachers and
non-teaching employees. Unfortunately, when a few
teachers did not follow the parameters that he had
set forth, he demonstrated the necessary courage to
jail several for failing to follow his court orders.

His positive nature, kindness, and knowledge of
the law led him to be elected in 1983 to the Fifth
District Court of Appeals until his retirement in
1989. Unfortunately, Judge Turpin passed away in
1989, but left all of us to admire the amazing path
that he set forth and the leadership and success
he earned while overcoming so many hurdles. His
journey paralleled the early years of the Civil Rights
Movement and truly demonstrated the phrase, “We
Can Overcome”.

Article written by: Honorable Frank Forchione
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The Liberty Bell Award

In Celebration of Law Day
April 29, 2024 - May 3, 2024

The Liberty Bell Award is presented annually by the Stark County Bar
Association to individual(s), particularly non-lawyers, who have rendered
outstanding service to the community. All fields of endeavor are intended for
promoting a better understanding of our Constitution and the Bill of Rights;
encouraging a better respect of the law and the courts; stimulating a deeper
sense of individual responsibility so that citizens recognize their duties as well
as their rights; contributing to the effective functioning of our institutions of
government; and fostering a better understanding and appreciation of the rule
of law.

For further information, please contact Teresa P. Cusma, Liberty Bell
Award Committee Chairman at 330-324-3982. Nominations will close Friday,
March 29, 2024.

Stark County Bar Association
400 Courtyard Centre Building
116 Cleveland Avenue NW
Canton, Ohio 44702-1728
330-453-0685 * SCB@StarkCtyBar.com

Law Day Sponsorship
2024 Law Week April 29 - May 3

The Law Day Committee is asking local attorneys and law firms if they would be willing to make a
donation in the amount of $400.00 to help sponsor our Law Day Events. As you may know, we offer
various events during this week:

B Essay and Poster Contests Ml Moot Court Competition B Tour de Courts
B Televised Ask-a-Lawyer B CLE Seminar B Ohio Justice Bus
M Law Day Luncheon B “Why I Want to Become A Lawyer” Essay

In return for your valuable sponsorship, you will receive four tickets to the Law Day Luncheon on
Wednesday, May 1, 2024 and will also receive recognition in the Law Day Program and in the Stark
County Bar Journal. Don’t miss out on what is an important event for our bar association.

If you are able to help sponsor these events, please forward a check in the amount of $400.00 made
payable to the Stark County Bar Association, Attn: Tina McCort.

Thank you in advance for your support. We hope to see you at these events.

Law Day Committee
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—— Stark County Bar Association

fﬁ 2024 MUNICIPAL COURT SEMINAR
Wednesday, March 20, 2024 « SCBA Conference Room

12:45 p.M. REGISTRATION - Coffee & Water provided

1:00 P.M. CANTON MUNICIPAL COURT
Judges of the Court
Chief Magistrate Jeremy Foltz
Magistrate Derek McClowry

Practice in the Canton Municipal Court - Policies and Procedures

1:50 r.M. MASSILLON MUNICIPAL COURT
Honorable Edward J. Elum
Honorable Joel C. Fichter
Magistrate Andrea M. Scassa

1. Basic Forms to Survive and Updates/Changes to the Law
2. Landlord/Tenant Current Issues, Hearings, and Mediations
3. Coordinated Probation/Community Control Orders

2:40 .M. BREAK

2:55 P.M. ALLIANCE MUNICIPAL COURT
Honorable Andrew L. Zumbar

Policies, Procedures, and Updates

3:45 p.M. MARIJUANA LAW UPDATE

4:15 p.M. ADJOURN

2024 Municipal Court Seminar

*Members: $90.00 Associate Members: $75.00 Non-Members: $165.00

Name Atty. Reg. No.

Address

Email

*PLEASE NOTE: If you are currently a member of any local bar association, you may attend at our members’ price.
Do you prefer to receive the seminar materials via Email or Hard Copy on the day of the seminar? Circle One.

Please mail checks to: Stark County Bar Association
116 Cleveland Avenue, N.W., Suite 400, Canton, Ohio 44702-1728

NO REFUNDS UNLESS RESERVATION CANCELLATION IS RECEIVED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF SEMINAR.
Application will be submitted for 3.00 General CLE Credit Hours.
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Stark County Bar Association

2024 FAMILY LAW SEMINAR

Wednesday, April 10, 2024
SCBA Conference Room

8:45 AM. REGISTRATION
Water, coffee and donuts provided

9:00 A.M. ELUDING ELECTRONIC EVIDENCE ERRORS WISELY
Honorable Kristin Farmer
Stark County Court of Common Pleas

10:30 A.M. BREAK
10:45 A.M. THE WEAPONIZATION OF TECHNOLOGY IN DOMESTIC
VIOLENCE CASES

Stephen Bradley
Professional Liaison, OurFamilyWizard

12:15 p.M. ADJOURN

e S

B 2(_)22 F;m_ily_La;v S_en_ﬁn_ar_
Wednesday, April 10, 2024

“Members: $90.00 Associate Members: $75.00 Non-Members: $165.00
Name Atty. Reg. No.
Address
Email

*PLEASE NOTE: If you are currently a member of any local bar association, you may attend at our members’ price.
Do you prefer to receive the seminar materials via Email or Hard Copy on the day of the seminar? Circle One.

Please mail checks to: Stark County Bar Association
116 Cleveland Avenue, N.W., Suite 400, Canton, Ohio 44702-1728

NO REFUNDS UNLESS RESERVATION CANCELLATION IS RECEIVED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF SEMINAR.
Application will be submitted for 3.00 CLE Credit Hours.
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FIVE WAYS LAWYERS CAN IMPROVE
THEIR MENTAL WELL-BEING

By Scott R. Mote, Esq., Executive Director, Ohio Lawyers Assistance Program

Have you ever noticed that it is much easier to tackle
problems after you have had a good night’s sleep? Or
how you feel less stressed after exercising! Have you
ever realized how much easier it is to communicate
with others when you focus on the present! These are
a few examples of being mentally well. When you are
mentally well, you are able to recognize your abilities,
cope with the normal stresses of life, work productively
and rewardingly, and contribute to your community.

Because of the demands of lawyers’ responsibilities—
making decisions that significantly impact people’s
lives, the stressors of an intellectually demanding job
and long hours—legal professionals are more prone
than others to experiencing burnout, depression,
anxiety and other problems that can affect mental
well-being. If you are finding it difficult to manage
your mental well-being, try one or all of the following
methods to get your mental health back on track.

Banish negative thoughts

Have you heard it! The negative thought that pops into
your head when you make a mistake, when you say

the wrong words, when you wake up in the morning,
when you are late! It might tell you that you are stupid,
that you are ugly, that you are not good at your job.
Learn to recognize these thoughts and challenge them.
Replace them with something positive. For example,

if you double-booked meetings, and the voice tells you
that you are unorganized and a failure, tell yourself
that you will do a better job of keeping your calendar
up to date. If you wake up in the morning and look

in the mirror and the voice tells you that you are ugly
and old, squash it. Tell yourself that you look pretty
good for your age! Just as we start to believe our
negative thoughts, if you replace them with positive
affirmations, you will start to believe them.

Make time for self-reflection

Just as banishing negative thoughts is important, so is
taking the time to reflect on your accomplishments.
Accomplishments can be as big or small as you want
them to be. Consider some of these accomplishments:

* Arriving early to work.

* Helping an elderly woman when she dropped
her purse.

* Reading a book to your child.
* Brushing your teeth.

* Establishing a time-saving procedure at the
court that was well-received by all.

* Exercising.

Think of at least three big or small accomplishments
before you go to bed. This will help you fulfill your
sense of purpose and improve your mental well-being.

Do something you enjoy

What motivates you to get out of bed in the morning?
[s it your work, learning a new skill, doing something
outdoors, reading, or doing something musical or
artistic! When you make time to do something you
enjoy, you build your self-worth, which can improve
your mental health and well-being, and people with
hobbies are less likely to experience stress, low mood,
and depression.

Focus on the present

Focusing on the present, or mindfulness, is not just a
popular phrase. It’s an evidence-backed lifestyle that
psychologists recommend for those struggling with
anxiety and other mental health issues. Being in the
present moment, or the “here and now,” means that
you are aware and mindful of what is happening at
this very moment. For example, say you are at home
having dinner with your family, but your mind keeps
going back to the details of the day’s trial that focused
on a violent crime. It is difficult to turn off the images
in your head. You are not focusing on the present.
But if you concentrate on where you are at this
moment—a warm and relaxed dinner with your loved
ones—you can start to train your brain to focus on the
present. You cannot go back and change anything that
happened throughout the day. Embrace the here and
now of this moment with your family. Tell yourself not
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to be distracted by events from the past or to worry
about the future. You cannot change it! Center yourself
in the here and now, and focus all of your attention

on the present moment. This helps relieve stress and
anxiety.

Communicate and connect

As a legal professional, you were probably taught to

be confidential about certain aspects of your job,
which makes it difficult to talk to friends or family
members who do not have the same career as you. If
you feel frustrated, overwhelmed or burned out, it is
helpful to talk to others in a similar situation. If there
is another lawyer in your area who you are comfortable
reaching out to, ask them if you can have some of
their time to talk shop. You will probably find out that
other colleagues are experiencing many of the same
challenges that you are. It helps to discuss and learn
about how other lawyers cope with different situations.
Connecting with others gives you a better sense of
belonging and reduces feelings of loneliness.

If you find it difficult to find another legal professional
to talk to, you can contact the Ohio Lawyers Assistance
Program, a confidential organization dedicated to
helping Ohio’s judges, attorneys, and law students
obtain treatment for substance use disorders and

mental health issues (ohiolap.org; (800) 348-4343).

If you are a judge or magistrate who needs assistance,
contact the Judicial Advisory Group (https://www.
ohiolap.org/judges; (800) 348-4343), a confidential

peer-based assistance group that helps judges and
magistrates with personal and professional issues.

Connections with other people outside of the
courtroom are also important. When you embrace
good relationships, you not only build your sense
of belonging and self-worth, but you also provide
emotional support to others. You can nourish these
relationships in many ways. For example, you could
have at least one meal a day with your family, make
a weekly or monthly get-together with your friends,
volunteer, or turn off the TV or your phone to make
more time for meaningful conversations with your
loved ones.

It’s ok to ask for help

If you find that your mental health is keeping you from
your responsibilities and interrupting your normal
activities, you should seek help. It’s ok to ask for help!
You would ask your doctor for help if you had chest
pains, right! Asking for mental health help is the same
as asking for help for any other ailment, and recovery
is possible. You just need to recognize it, understand it
and talk about it.

The 28th Annual White-Williams Bankruptcy Institute
April 12, 2024 |

8:20 a.m. - 4:35 p.m. |
LIVE SEMINAR

More Details In Next Month’s Bar Journal.

The Hartville Kitchen
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NEW MEMBERS

Kendra Barabasch, Esq.
Baker Dublikar
400 South Main St.
North Canton, OH 44720
Phone: (330) 499-6000
Fax: (330) 499-6423
Email: kbarabasch@bakerfirm.com

Joshua T. Guedea, Esq.

Stark County Prosecutor’s Office
110 Central Plaza South - Suite 510
Canton, OH 44702
Phone: (330) 451-7871
Fax: (330) 451-7482
Email: JTGuedea@starkcountyohio.gov

Elizabeth A. Haavisto, Esq.
Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths &
Dougherty Co., LPA
4775 Munson St., N.W.
Canton, OH 44718
Phone: (330) 904-7084
Fax: (330) 497-4020
Email: ehaavisto@kwgd.com

Honorable Andrew J. King
Fifth District Court of Appeals
Stark County Office Building
110 Central Plaza South - Suite 320
Canton, OH 44702
Phone: (330) 451-7447
Fax: (330) 451-7249

Email: ajking@starkcountvohio.gov

Dylan A. Kolbe, Esq.

Stark County Prosecutor’s Office
110 Central Plaza South - Suite 510
Canton, OH 44702
Phone: (330) 451-7154
Fax: (330) 451-7482

Email: dakolbe@starkcountyohio.gov

Susan Manofsky, Esq.

Stark County Prosecutor’s Office
110 Central Plaza South - Suite 510
Canton, OH 44702
Phone: (330) 451-7861
Fax: (330) 451-7097

Email: slmanofsky@starkcountyohio.gov

Christopher S. Pace, Esq.
City of Massillon
Law Department
Two James Duncan Plaza
Massillon, OH 44646
Phone: (330) 830-1718
Fax: (330) 833-7144
Email: cpace@massillonohio.gov

Christopher A. Piekarski, Esq.
Stark County Prosecutor’s Office
110 Central Plaza South - Suite 510
Canton, OH 44702
Phone: (330) 451-7619

Email: capiekarski@starkcountyohio.gov

NEW ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Allyson M. Opyster, Paralegal
Sponsored by: Brent A. Barnes, Esq.

Tatyana Norman-Webler, Law Student

CHANGES OF ADDRESS

Honorable Kristen Donohue Guardado
Canton Municipal Court
218 Cleveland Ave., SW
Canton, OH 44702
Phone: (330) 4384202
Fax: (330) 471-8860

Email: kristen.guardado@cantonohio.gov

David Q. Wigginton Esq.
Fifth District Court of Appeals
110 Central Plaza South - Suite 320
Canton, OH 44702
Phone: (330) 451-7765
Fax: (330) 451-7249

Email: dgwigginton@starkcountyohio.gov
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Gene Barnha

We are deeply saddened by the loss of our longtime partner, colleague, and friend,
Gene Barnhart. After earning his Juris Doctorate from The University of Cincinnati
College of Law, he joined Black McCuskey in 1955 where he practiced full-time until
his retirement in 1998, and then part-time until shortly before he passed.

Gene mentored many young attorneys throughout his career. Additionally, he was
committed to improving his community by serving on various boards. Gene was
passionate about his faith and served on many committees at his church.

Gene enjoyed architecture, classical music, and opera, but his greatest pleasure was
spending time with his family. He was a devoted husband, father, and grandfather.

We mourn the loss of Gene along with his family and friends, knowing that he lives
on in the hearts of those who knew him. He will always be a member of the Black
McCuskey family.

Law Firm of Black McCuskey Souers & Arbaugh

2024 Dues Bills Have Been Mailed ...

What Is The Value of SCBA Membership?

CLE SE@IMUNIATS «.neeeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeeeeseeeesaeeeeessseasaeesessssaaaeessssaesaaaeessssaesseesesssseareesessnnns $360 Annual Savings
e Reduced Rates for Members! (12 hrs/yr.)
* Annual Savings can Exceed Dues

Stark County Bar JOUINal ........ccoooooiiiiiiiiiiceeceee ettt ettt err e ear e erreeenns $20.00 Value
* FREE to Members
e FREE Business Card Size Ad for Three Months (business related)

MaIlIng LabELS ...oovviiviiiiiiiiiciiceeeeeet et ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt e et s ereearearans $60.00 Value
* Member and Non-member labels in alphabetical or zip code order.
Conference ROOM ......c.ooiviiiiiiiiiiiicteeeee ettt ettt ettt et et e ersers et ersersenns Up to a $60.00 Value

* Members may use a conference room once a month at no charge.

Total Savings $500.00!!

OnrLine Legal DireCtory .....ooovviiiiiiieiiiieiiiieiieceieeeteeete ettt ereeeere e eaeeeerseeerreeenseeenreeennas Marketing Your Membership
Lawyer Referral SErVICe.........oooviviiiiiiiiiiieiicteeteet ettt ettt ettt et et veetsereeseeereennes Grow Your Practice
* Client Referrals

Public Speaking OPPOTTUNITIES ......c...coviiiiiiiiriiiiiiiertiieteeeteeeteeeteeerteeerteeerseeeeseeeessseesseeessseessseerseeessseoseeons Great Value
Member COMIMUTIEES ......covviiiieieriieriieiieeereeeerreeerteeereeeeteeeteeesteeeseeesseesseessseesseenes Substantive & Service Oriented
Networking & Congeniality ........ccccvevierieriieniieniieiieieeiteie e esie e esseesseesseesseesseensees Professional & Social Events
Professional GrOWEh..........cc.oooiviiiiiiiiiecc ettt ettt et eae et s e et e e enaseeneeennes PRICELESS!
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Report of Bar Applicant Committee

On January 4th and January 11th the Bar Applicant Committee conducted interviews of 7 candidates.

The breakdown of activity is as follows:

Candidates interviewed and approved for a subsequent bar examination ................... 7
Re-Examination application approved .. ...... ...ttt e 6
Supplemental applications approved . ....... ... 1
Total approvals granted . .. ........ ... 14

Committee members present and conducting interviews were Chairman James M. Conley, Scott P. Sandrock,
James ]. Collum, Katie Erchick Gilbert, Christine A. Johnson, Anthony Kaplanis, Ivan L. Redinger, Jr., and Judge
Richard D. Reinbold, Jr..

We thank the members for taking time from their busy schedules to assist in conducting the interviews!

Stark County Bar Association
Legal Scholarship

The Stark County Bar Association offers a Legal Scholarship. Consideration is given to the following:

* Students enrolled or accepted as a full or part-time student at an educational institution accredited to
award a Juris Doctorate degree;

e Students pursuing a course of study designed to result in a Juris Doctorate degree; and

e Students in good academic standing in Law School or in prior academic work, as determined by the
Scholarship Committee.

The Scholarship Committee also gives priority consideration to students with demonstrated financial need;
students from the Stark County area; and students likely to pursue a law career in the Stark County area.

Stark Community Foundation administers our Scholarship, and the Scholarship Application may be found on
their website at www.starkcf.org. The Application Deadline is April 1, 2024.

@ Milligan Pusateri e Will Try Your Case

ATTORNEYS ATLAW 229 Years Combined Trial Experience

Richard S. Milligan Anthony E. Brown Kimberly K. Wyss Daniel D. Eisenbrei
Paul J. Pusateri Thomas R. Himmelspach Jack B. Cooper Brandon O. Trent
Merle D. “Trace” Evans Jenna M. McKean

4684 Douglas Circle NW | Canton, OH 44718 | (330) 526-0770
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Legal Avenues: Your Road to Solution

Challenging Conventions: Character Letters in
Contemporary Legal Discourse

As high-profile celebrity cases continue to dominate
American headlines, the discussion surrounding using
character letters has emerged as a polemic and debated
subject. Recent cases involving individuals like actor
Danny Masterson and rapper Tory Lanez (Daystar
Peterson) have led this debate to the forefront, bringing
into question the appropriateness and effectiveness of
character letters presented in legal proceedings.' After
these reference letters became available, the public
responded with intense scrutiny and questioned the
aptness of these letters.”

It is crucial to point out that character letters are typically
presented post-conviction.> The letters are meant to help
the judge understand who the defendant is, beyond what
might have been gleaned from the indictment or trial
proceedings. It serves as a request to the judge to
contemplate the impact of the sentence as well as consider
the defendant’s humanity.

The utilization of character letters in criminal proceedings
is by no means a recent innovation. Retired Judge Mark
W. Bennet, from the USDC for the Northern District of
Iowa, estimated that he had read roughly 30,000 to 40,000
character letters during his career. He stressed that the
letter’s author should state how they know the defendant,
their character, and their prospects for rehabilitation. The
author must describe why they believe the defendant is
worthy of mercy.

Nonetheless, in the case of Masterson and Peterson, the
letters fell short in their appeal. The letters were called
tone deaf by the public, as they failed to achieve their
purpose of conveying the defendants’ character and
circumstances. Colleen McCormack-Maitland, Deputy
Director of Legal Services at the Legal Action Center
(LAC), discussed how the pushback against the letters
written for Masterson may be obscuring the intention and
importance of the testimonials. She further contends that,
“it’s not about whether the person is guilty, it’s about
telling the judge who they think the defendant is.”

Regardless of the defendant’s social status or public
image, composing a character letter continues to pose a
difficult endeavor. It demands that the author remains in a

the Stark County
Law Library

delicate balance between offering genuine insight into the
accused person’s character while acknowledging the
offense without appearing dismissive of the its gravity.°

The debate surrounding character letters extends beyond
celebrity cases. This public debate highlights the broader
question as to whether these letters still deserve their value
and merit in modern legal proceedings. Dr. JoAnne
Sweeney, University of Louisville Professor of Law,
discussed in the University of Missouri-Kansas City
School of Law-Law Review that the letters themselves are
not objectionable, but rather that the stories told are
misused to appeal to the judge's discretion or implicit
biases.

Sweeney contends that the solution is not to eliminate
judicial discretion by creating mandatory minimums but
by assisting judges and prosecutors in exercising
discretion more carefully. In particular, she mentions
implementing judicial education and specific guidance
based on the area of the crime, such as highlighting where
their implicit biases may be through taking Implicit
Association Tests. Concerning sexual assault cases, it is
recommended to participate in the National Judicial
Education Program (NJEP),” which educates justice
system professionals on sexual assault cases and cases
involving the intersection of sexual assault and domestic
violence.

Using character letters within the legal system remains a
matter of contention that requires a nuanced evaluation of
their relevance, ethical considerations, and potential
impact on the judicial system. As society develops its
perspective on justice and equity, the debate surrounding
character letters will persist and continue to invite
reflection and scrutiny within legal discourse on the
judicial system.

By Kasey Brown
Stark County Law Library
kcbrown@starkcountyohio.gov

Footnotes
'“Iggy Azalea Says She Supports Prison Reform While Explaining Tory Lanez Sentencing Letter” Rolling Stone. 8 August. 2023. Accessed 15 November. 2023.
Available at: https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/iggy-azalea-explains-sentening-letter-tory-lanez-1234802514/
?Anglesey, Anders. “Mila Kunis and Ashton Kutcher 'Sorry' Video Ignites Further Backlash” Newsweek. 10 September. 2023. Accessed 15 November. 2023.
Available at: https://www.newsweek.com/mila-kunis-ashton-kutcher-sorry-video-ignites-further-backlash-1825830
*Winning Your Case with Effective Character Letters” SADO. Accessed 15 November. 2023. Available at: https://sado.org/articles/article/912
““Character-Reference Letters” Prison Professors. January, 2019. Accessed 16 November. 2023. Available at: https://prisonprofessors.com/character-reference-

letters-2/

* Abad-Santos, Alex. “The Backlash Against Ashton Kutcher and Mila Kunis, Explained” Vox. Last Updated 18 November. 2023 Accessed 17 November. 2023.
Available at: https://www.vox.com/culture/2023/9/12/23870223/ashton-kutcher-mila-kunis-backlash-danny-masterson-character-letter-explained
“The Importance of Character Letters for Court” Kenney Legal Defense. 17 July, 2022. Accessed 17 November. 2023. Available at: https:/

www.kenneylegaldefense.us/2022/07/17/importance-character-letters-court/

"Sweeny, J. ““Brock Turner Is Not a Rapist’: The Danger of Rape Myths in Character Letters in Sexual Assault Cases.” UMKC Law Review, vol. 89, no. 1, pp. 121
—159 Accessed 17 November, 2023. https://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=lgs&AN=146136065&site=eds-live
8<National Judicial Education Program” Legal Momentum. Accessed 17 November. 2023. Available at: https://www.legalmomentum.org/programming/national-

judicial-education-program
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Community Corrections Program.

Court Administrator Job Opening

The Tuscarawas County Court of Common Pleas, General Trial Division seeks a licensed attorney to serve as

the full-time Court Administrator. Under the general direction of the Judges, the Court Administrator provides
general direction and supervision of Court systems operations including case management, records management,
budget, fiscal, technology, human resources, facilities management, jury management, and oversees the

www.co.tuscarawas.oh.us/employment-opportunities

For the full position posting see: https:

For more information on the Court of Common Pleas see: http:

WWW.CO.tUSC&I‘&W&S.Oh‘US Courts

charged.

SCBA CONFERENCE ROOMS &
SMALL OFFICE AVAILABLE

The Stark County Bar Association offers conference rooms for use
by attorneys (not groups), subject to availability. Members of the Stark
County Bar Association may use a conference room once a month at
no charge. Rental charges will apply to members who use the room
more than once a month and to non-members of the Stark County
Bar Association. Rental charges are $30.00 for a half day (up to three
hours) and $60.00 for a full day (up to six hours). Conference rooms
must be reserved in advance by calling 330-453-0685. Cancellations
must be received at least 24 hours in advance or the rental fee will be

LOOKING FOR WILL

Alliance, Canton, Sebring,
Massillon, Akron

Connie Jo Green &
Edward Thomas Green,
jointly or individually.

Could date back to the 1990’s.

Any info is appreciated.
216.704.0600 or

austin216@protonmail.com

Associate Membership

Associate membership is available to paralegals,
legal administrators, law students, and law school
graduates who are not admitted to the Bar. The Bar
Association urges all who employ anyone in this
capacity to encourage them to join the Association
and become active in our committees and programs
related to their fields.

Any associate member in good standing shall be
entitled to the rights of membership except that

an associate member may not hold office, vote,
evaluate judges or judicial candidates, or serve on
the following committees: Personnel Committee,
Grievance Committee, Disputed Fee Committee,
Nominating Committee, Judiciary Committee,
Professional Continuity Committee, Bar Applicants
Committee, Finance Committee, Notary Public

Committee, and Executive Committee.

Becoming an Associate Member requires that you be
sponsored by a regular member of the Association,
excluding law students.

With the exception of law students, who shall not
be required to pay dues, all other associate members
shall be responsible for paying the yearly dues as
designated by the Executive Committee of this Bar
Association. Please call the Bar Association at

330-453-0685 for more information.
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Notary Stamp Prices

The Stark County Bar Association is offering for sale Attorney and Non-Attorney Notary Public Stamps
and Seals. If you are interested in purchasing these items, please contact the Stark County Bar Association
at 330-453-0685, or visit our website at www.starkctybar.com.

PRICE INFORMATION:
1. Notary Name Stamp and Embossed Seal (to be used with ink pad).......c.ccccooenevn. ($33.52 + $1.95 tax) = *$35.47
2. Notary Self-Ink Stamp with seal (includes name stamp & notary seal in one) ....... ($35.75 + $2.10 tax) = *$37.85
3. Notary Self-Ink Stamp without seal (name stamp only in selfink)..........ccccevirennn. ($28.37 + $1.62 tax) = *$29.99
4. Notary Pre-Ink Stamp with seal (includes name stamp & notary seal in one)........ ($35.20 + $2.06 tax) = *$37.26
5. Notary Pre-Ink Stamp without seal (name stamp only in pre-Aink)...........cocoevevenenen ($30.30 + $1.74 tax) = *$32.04
6. Notary Name Stamp Only (to be used with ink pad) .......c.ccoevviiviiieeeeiiiinnns ($18.40 + $0.97 tax) = *$19.37
7. EMbOSSed Seal ONLY ..ottt st sssssonon ($27.27 + $1.55 tax) = *$28.82
8. Felt Stamp Pad Black InK.........c.ccccevviviiriiiiiieeiceeie e aeaeeenns ($792 +%0.29 tax) = *$8.21

*Prices include 6.50% Sales Tax & Shipping Charges

VISI’O”” W[BSI’[’ Do You Want More Clients?
o Follow Do you want to reach more people?
5/illlﬂﬂ.fpfillt8fy com uson Do you want to serve your County Bar Association?
The Stark County Bar Association’s
5 Lawyer Referral Service is in need of:
. Consumer law - auto, retail, home
e Child custody/support/visitation
’RR . Landlord/Tenant
e General
e Real Estate
. Civil
624 FIFTH STREET NW e CANTON, OHIO 44703 Please contact the Stark County Bar Association
PHONE (330)454-9141 at 330-453-0685 or email at schareferral@starkctybar.com.

PROFESSIONAL VIDEO SERVICE

(SERVING THE STARK COUNTY LEGAL COMMUNITY SINCE 1982)

BOB AMAN - VIDEOGRAPHER

SCHEDULE YOUR NEXT VIDEO DEPOSITION AT:

www.provideoservice.com

email - bob@provideoservice.com
ph. 330-493-4300 fx. 330-493-4660
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P U I M A N 4065 Fulton Dr NW, Canton Call our team of professionals
atmannropert for all your real estate needs!
PROPERTI ES putmanproperties.com

UP TO 21,248 SQ.FT. CLASS “A” PROFESSIONAL OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE
400 TUSCARAWAS ST W, CANTON, OHIO 44702
Join Coleman Behavioral Services, attorneys and
others in this prime location in downtown Canton.
Ideal for an attorney, professional offices and great
for 501-C-3. Large blocks of partially furnished
offices. Service business could lease first floor with
- drive thru service. Up to 40 parking spaces available
in the attached underground, secured parking lot at
an additional cost.
For Lease: $12.00/Sq.Ft.
Includes Utilities, Janitorial - Negotiable
Spencer Hartung 330.936.0276
Wick Hartung 330.495.0601

FOR LEASE

~F|parklng

) PROBATE BONDS
I Guardianship—Estate—Trust
ATTORNEYS MEDIATION SERVICES, LLC
www.attorneysmediationservices.com ROBERT L NICHOL AS
Doucras N. GODSHALL, ESQ. Insurance & Financial Services
dngodshall@gmail.com
124 15th Street N.W. phone: 330-453-6344 2539 Cleveland Ave NW
o R 455.9008 ol 530-605.500 Canton OH 44709
330-454-6135 @ Fax 330-454-9459

bwalsh@rlnicholasins.com

rnicholas@rinicholasins.com

AND \ khaltom@rlnicholasins.com
SEBOLT + PROMPT TURNAROUND

* Professional, Confidential & Courteous

U & ERNO “’ LPA * Necessary Forms available via fax or email

PATENT, TRADEMARK, COPYRIGHT LAW * Bond delivery available m':::; E
& RELATED LITIGATION = =

4940 Munson St. NW, Suite 1100 330.244.1174
Canton, Ohio 44718 WWW.SSWip.com
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START HERE)

“We help you take care of your mom.”

www.NursingHomePlan.com
330-491-2222

-Tim Moore

Bixler|Moore Lic

Estate Planning « Elder Law

BEACON

TITLE AGENCY

Real Estate Title & Escrow Services

Phone 330.492.3090
Fax 330.493.9079
docs@beacontitle.com

4505 Stephen Cir NW, Ste 104
Canton, OH 44718

AT BEACON TITLE, SERVICE ISN’T EVERYTHING...IT’S THE ONLY THING!

Special Needs Trusts &
Trust Reformations

Jennifer L. Lile, CELA

Attorney at Law
jlile@kwgd.com

Certified Elder Law Attorney by the National Elder Law Foundation

KRUGLIAK
WILKINS
DOUGHERTY

attomeys at law | €0, LPA.

MEMBER (S
4775 Munson Street NW, Canton NELF
330.497.0700 "l National Elder
KWGD.com Law Foundation

Certifiod Eder Lm Atmervicy

FULL PAZE oot $250.00
Half Page c..oovvvveviiiicieiee e 125.00
OneThird Page ...coveviveveveiiiieeeeeeeeesnines 85.00
QUATTET PaZe wvvvvviieieiiiiieieciiieeieieeee e 62.50

Per Column Inch

Approximately 1 3/4” X 17 oo 10.00
L3/47 X 27 oo 20.00
Double Column Width

3 1/27 X 17 e, 20.00
3 1/2” x2” (Business Card Size)........... 40.00

DEADLINE: 15th of each month for following month’s issue.

Advertising is free to our members for the first three
months — limited to business card size or smaller ad.
If you run the same ad consecutively starting January
to December and you pay the entire year in advance in

January, you will get December’s ad free.

Back Cover ad — The size of the back page is 8 1/2” by
9”. The price is still $250.00. This is due to Post Office

requirements.
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Stark County Bar Association
400 Courtyard Centre Building
116 Cleveland Ave., N.W.

Canton, Ohio 44702-1728

ASSOCIATION

We Honor and Thank Our Past Presidents
of The Stark County Bar Association

J. CLARK (1900-1909)

H. TAYLOR (1909-1914)
RALPH S. AMBLER (1915-1916)
JOSEPH M. BLAKE (1917-1919)
B. WEBBER (1920-1921)
GEORGE H. CLARK (1922-1923)
WILLIAM L. HART

H. ROBERTSON

WALTER S. RUFF

JOSEPH L. FLOYD

A. SPONSELLER

PRICE JANSON

OSCAR M. ABT

J.E. WILLISON

WILLIAM B. QUINN

A. JEFFERS

A. MCCUSKEY

M. SHETLER (1935- 1936)

C. PONTIUS (1936-1937)
RUSSELL J. BURT (1937-1938)
IAN BRUCE HART (1938-1939)
HARVEY F. AKE (1939-1940)
HENRY HARTER (1940-1941)
PAUL D. ROACH (1941-1942)

V. HAMMERSMITH (1942-1943)
E. YUTZEY (1943-1944)

JAMES M. AUNGST (1944-1945)
B. ARBAUGH (1945-1946)
HUBER SNYDER (1946-1947)

J. VAN NOSTRAN (1947-1948)
GEORGE HARVEY (1948-1949)
S. WEINTRAUB (1949-1950)
ELSON WEFLER (1950-1951)
OLIVER C. MARTIN (1951-1952)
SHERWOOD AKE (1952-1953)

JOHN RUSSELL (1953-1954)

JOHN P. WALSH (1954-1955)

W. VOGELGESANG (1955-1956)
WILLIAM R. QUINN (1956-1957)

B. HARDMAN (1957-1958)
CHARLES K. CORRELL (1958-1959)
LELAND KERSTETTER (1959-1960)
JAMES V. ARMOGIDA (1960-1961)
WILLIAM K. YOST (1961-1962)
DAN M. BELDEN (1962-1963)
KENNETH L. LESH (1963-1964)
JOHN F. BUCHMAN (1964-1965)
SHERLOCK H. EVANS (1965-1966)
LOREN E. SOUERS (1966-1967)
DONALD E. FIELY (1967-1968)
DONALD A. EBERLY (1968-1969)
GIBBS HERBRUCK (1969-1970)
PAUL E. BROWN (1970-1971)
SAMUEL KRUGLIAK (1971-1972)

V. BLUMENSTIEL (1972-1973)

BEN M. DREYER (1973-1974)
RICHARD E. DAVIS (1974-1975)
GUS W. ZIELASKO (1975-1976)
CHARLES J. TYBURSKI (1976-1977)
CHARLES L. MOUSHEY (1977-1978)
FRANK LUCAS (1978-1979)

PAUL J. STERGIOS (1979-1980)
PHILIP E. HOWES (1980-1981)
JAMES R. BRANDON (1981-1982)
JOHN R. WERREN (1982-1983)
RONALD W. DOUGHERTY (1983-1984)
R. DENNY CLUNK (1984-1985)
ARTHUR 8. LEB (1985-1986)

HON. JOHN R. MILLIGAN (1986-1987)
JOHN G. HAAS (1987-1988)

HON. JAMES H. WILLIAMS (1988-1989)
JOHN B. LINDAMOOD (1989-1990)
GEORGE J. AMAN (1990-1991)
ROSEMARY G. RUBIN (1991-1992)
DENNIS J. FOX (1992-1993)

FRED STERGIOS (1993-1994)
TERRENCE P. KESSLER (1994-1995)
THOMAS P. MOUSHEY (1995-1996)
RICHARD S. MILLIGAN (1996-1997)
ELIZABETH A. BURICK (1997-1998)
JOHN L. KURTZMAN (1 998-1999)
GUST GOUTRAS (1999-2000)
STANLEY R. RUBIN (2000-2001)
STEPHEN STONE, JR. (2001-2002)
RALPH F. DUBLIKAR (2002-2003)
MICHAEL A. OGLINE (2003-2004)
PERICLES G. STERGIOS (2004-2005)
HON. JIM D. JAMES (2005-2006)
WILLIAM W. EMLEY, SR. (2006-2007)
WAYNE C. KYHOS (2007-2008)
JOHN D. FERRERO (2008-2009)
SHAWN O. ROBERTSON (2009-2010)
RICHARD R. KUHN (2010-2011)
TIMOTHY B. SAYLOR (2011-2012)
DAVID L. DINGWELL (2012-2013)
RICHARD A. NICODEMO (2013-2014)
HON. TARYN L. HEATH (2014-2015)

HON. C. ROLAND CENTRONE (2015-2016)

JOSEPH MARTUCCIO (2016-2017)
JENNIFER L. LILE (2017-2018)

HON. CHRYSSA N. HARTNETT (2018-2019)

ANTHONY E. BROWN (2019-2020)
IVAN L. REDINGER, JR. (2020-2021)
ALETHA M. CARVER (2021-2022)
STEPHEN P. BABIK (2022-2023)



