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Baker, Dublikar
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Dennis Fox
J. Sean Keenan
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WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL
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June 16, 2023 “Justice For All: Protecting The Elderly &  
 Disabled”
 First Christian Church, Canton, OH
 See Pg. 4

June 28, 2023 Installation Luncheon & 2023 Professional  
 Conduct Seminar
 DoubleTree by Hilton Canton Downtown 
 See Pg. 3
July 14, 2023 2023 Criminal Law Video Replay
 SCBA Conference Room
 See Pg. 5

Upcoming CLE
August 9, 2023 2023 Municipal Court Video Replay
 SCBA Conference Room
 Details in next Issue.

August 24, 2023 2023 Professional Conduct Video Replay
 SCBA Conference Room
 Details in next Issue.

SCBA June 2023
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The Bar Journal is published monthly for all bar 
members. Free to members, $20.00 per year to others.

All communications and editorial material should be
directed to the Bar Association office by the fifteenth 
day of the month preceding publication.

Opinions and positions expressed in the signed material 
are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect 
those of the Stark County Bar Association, its officers, staff 
or board of editors.

2023 CLE Seminars

Reminder:  A - L! 
Complete your CLE by Dec. 31, 202366

NOTARY EDUCATION CLASS
& TESTING

Classes and Testing offered every 2nd & 4th Tuesday 
Stark County Bar Association Office

*By Appointment Only*
1 Hour Renewal Education Class • 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM

3 Hour New Notary Public Education Class
12:00 Noon – 3:00 PM

TESTING 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Online classes and testing 

available at our website: www.StarkCtyBar.com 

T H E STA R K C OU N T Y BA R A S SO CI AT ION

June 1st 9:00 am  Bar Applicant Interviews

June 1st  12:00 noon Community Involvement 
  Committee Meeting  

June 12th 4:00 pm  Disputed Fee Committee Meeting

June 19th   Office Closed in Observance of  
  Juneteenth Day

June 20th 3:45 pm Grievance Committee Meeting

June 21st  12:00 noon Family Law Committee Meeting  
  Judge James’ Courtroom 

June 21st 4:00 pm Executive Committee Meeting

June 26th 4:00 pm Professional Continuity 
  Committee Meeting

June 28th 11:45 am Installation Luncheon & 
  Professional Conduct Seminar

The Bar Office E-Mail Addresses:
Tina@StarkCtyBar.com

SCBAReferral@StarkCtyBar.com
CLE@StarkCtyBar.com

SCBANotary@StarkCtyBar.com
Visit us at www.StarkCtyBar.com On-Line CLE 

Take advantage of the Stark County 
Bar Association’s SELF-STUDY courses 
through our website: 
www.StarkCtyBar.com.

CANCELLED

CLE Self-Study Rule Changes
Effective January 1, 2023, the Supreme Court of Ohio adopted 
rule changes that will permanently remove the CLE self-study 
caps for attorneys.
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From Our President

Well that was fast!
One month shy of a year ago, I was sworn in as the 105th 
President of the Stark County Bar Association. As my time 
winds down, with this being my final President’s Letter, I 
thought I would recap the past year with my Top 10 list.1 In 
doing so, my goal is to portray what an absolutely incredible 
experience this has been for me in the hope that it will 
encourage all of our members, or at least any who read this, 
to become (more) involved.

Number 10 – The Band2: Although the idea is not entirely 
original, one long-term goal that I contemplated during my 
year was starting a Stark County Bar Association Band (we’ll 
work on the name). The idea is to start a band of musically-
inclined Members who would volunteer their time and 
talents to assist charitable events and have fun while doing 
so. You may have seen my anonymous 
solicitation in the January 2023 Bar 
Journal:

Although I did not receive any replies, 
this is still a long-term goal of mine. 
Feel free to call or email me if you have 
any interest or desire in pursuing this 
idea!

Number 9 – “Popup Happy Hour”: 
Aside from the fact that it was great to 
venture away from the usual venues 
where you would find our official 
events, it was refreshing to see so many 
of our members in a casual setting. I also believe that this is 
a great way to connect with members of our Association, our 
community, and local business owners across Stark County. 

Number 8 – New SCBA Website: Around the first of the 
year, our new website launched at starkctybar.com. As I had 
previously mentioned, the new website launched without any 
significant issues. A new membership directory is currently 
being populated with data and should launch shortly. Next up, 
online event registration!

Number 7 – Presenting Robes: One of the great honors that I 
was unaware of when I assumed this role is the opportunity 
to present newly elected judges with their robes. Earlier this 
year, I had the honor of presenting Judge Michelle Cordova 
and Judge Andrew King with their robes during ceremonies 
held in Judge Hartnett’s Courtroom (McKinley Courtroom). 

This was a tremendous 
honor for me.

Number 6 – Annual 
Memorial Service: 
As I mentioned in a 
previous letter, each 
year this is a service 
that I try to attend. 
In my opinion, the 
outpouring of love 
and laughter as friends 
remember colleagues 
who have passed 
exemplifies so much of 
what the Stark County 
Bar Association 
represents. Although 
my involvement 
was brief, I hope I 
did justice to this 
celebration of members 
we lost during the preceding year.

Number 5 – The 3Rs Program: The idea to bring the 3Rs 
Program to the Stark County Bar Association began around 
September of 2021 when Richie Harper and the Stark 
County Prosecutor’s Office approached Past President Aletha 
Carver with the idea. On January 19, 2023, the idea became 
a “reality” when we presented our first lesson to students at 
Canton McKinley High School.

Number 4 – Senior Lawyers Committee: On November 
3, 2022, our most experienced Members met at Bender’s 
Tavern to discuss the potential formation of a Senior Lawyers 
Committee within the Stark County Bar Association. Later, 
the Executive Committee approved its formation. I am very 
excited to see where this Committee goes from here and 
already have my prospective application ready for when I am 
eligible. 

Number 3 – Law Day Events: Prior to assuming this role 
within our Association, I did not have much knowledge or 
involvement in what the Law Day Committee did or how 
many events there are to plan. I loved being a part of all of 
the events, especially the Televised Ask-A-Lawyer and the 
Law Day Luncheon and Seminar.

Number 2 – Notary Education & Testing: Our Association 
confronted a series of obstacles in continuing our ability to 
provide Notary Education & Testing services. In response, 

Stephan P. Babik
President, Stark County Bar 
Association

1After all, social media and YouTube are inundated these days with lists of all kinds that count down just about anything you can think 
of in subjective order with overdubbed voices of self-proclaimed experts who have “done the work so you don’t have to.” I blame 
David Letterman.
2 I am not convinced that this is worthy of the Top 10 list, as I received no responses to my solicitation, but it is a second opportunity to 
solicit any interest, so I decided to go with it.
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Congratulations 

to our New Officers and
Executive Committee Members!

 The ballots have been counted and we are pleased to announce our
 newly elected Officers and Executive Committee members as follows:

 President Honorable Frank G. Forchione 
 First Vice-President Angela T. Vagotis 
 Second Vice-President Andrea M. Scassa 
 Secretary Beverly Proctor-Donald 
 Treasurer Gust Callas 

 Newly Elected Members of the Executive Committee: 

 Julie A. Geiser Everett Marcus Wainwright
 Matthew P. Kreitzer Stacey Zipay
 Melissa Voros Pitinii

We would like to extend a huge “Thank You” to the Nominating Committee and everyone who agreed to have 
their name placed on the ballot. We would also like to express our appreciation to all of you who took the time to 
vote in the election as well as the Inspectors of Election who tabulated the ballots. Please join us at the Installation 
Ceremony on June 28, 2023.

From Our President  (continued from previous page )

SCBA Officers stepped up and volunteered their time and 
efforts on very short notice. As a result, we overcame the 
obstacles and remain authorized to provide these services 
statewide. Truly a great team effort for the sustainability of 
our Association!

Number 1 – Riding Off Into The Spring Sunset With An Old 
Friend And Colleague After The Past President’s Dinner: 
Following this year’s Past President’s Dinner, I walked out 
of La Pizzaria and came upon Past Presidents Judge Milligan 
and Ronald Dougherty stepping into Judge Milligan’s car to 
ride off into the Spring sunset:

As I wind down my term as President and hand the reigns 
over to the very capable President-Elect Judge Forchione, 
my hope is that I have represented the Stark County Bar 
Association well over the past year. I encourage everyone to 
become or remain involved in our Association – it is worthy 
of your time and efforts. 

I also congratulate our incoming Officers and Executive 
Committee Members: President Judge Forchione, First Vice 
President Angela Vagotis, Second Vice President Andrea 
Scassa, Secretary Beverly Proctor-Donald, Treasurer Gust 
Callas, Julie A. Geiser Everett, Matthew P. Kreitzer, Melissa 
Voros Pitinii, Marcus Wainwright, and Stacey Zipay. 

May we all enjoy one day hopping into a car after a good 
meal and riding off into a beautiful sunset with a long-time 
friend and colleague at our side. Thank you for allowing me 
to serve – it has been an absolute pleasure!
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Stark County Bar Association

INSTALLATION LUNCHEON
&

2023 PROFESSIONAL CONDUCT SEMINAR
     Wednesday, June 28, 2023

DoubleTree by Hilton Canton Downtown
320 Market Avenue South, Canton, OH 44702 

 11:45 a.m. INSTALLATION LUNCHEON
  Honorable Frank G. Forchione, President-Elect, Officers
  and Newly Elected Executive Committee Members

 12:45 p.m.      SEMINAR REGISTRATION

 1:15 p.m.      ACCESS TO JUSTICE & FAIRNESS
  Honorable Kristin G. Farmer, Stark County Common Pleas Court

 2:05 p.m.      ETHICS
  Peter T. Cahoon, Esq., Plakas Mannos
  Maria Klutinoty Edwards, Esq., Plakas Mannos

 2:55 p.m.      BREAK

 3:10 p.m.      PROFESSIONALISM 
  James M. Williams, Esq., Krugliak, Wilkins, Griffiths & Dougherty Co., LPA

 4:00 p.m.      ADJOURN

Installation Luncheon & 2023 Professional Conduct Seminar
	 n Luncheon Only   $25.00        n Herb-Roasted Chicken         n Baked Cod         n Cavatappi Pasta

          n Luncheon & Seminar:
   *Members:  $100.00        Associate Members:  $87.50        Non-Members:  $162.50

 Name: ________________________________________________ Atty. Reg. No. ____________________

 Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

 Email: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
Do you prefer to receive the seminar materials via Email or Hard Copy on the day of the seminar? Circle One.

RESERVATION DEADLINE: JUNE 23, 2023

*PLEASE NOTE:  If you are currently a member of any local bar association, you may attend at our members’ price.
Please mail checks to: Stark County Bar Association

116 Cleveland Avenue, N.W., Suite 400, Canton, Ohio  44702-1728  

NO REFUNDS UNLESS RESERVATION CANCELLATION IS RECEIVED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF SEMINAR.
Application has been submitted for 2.50 Professional Conduct CLE Credit Hours.  

!
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Stark County Bar Association
and

Stark County Probate Court – Judge Dixie Park
and

Stark Multi Disciplinary Advocacy/Protective Resources Team (SMART)
Present

12TH ANNUAL “JUSTICE FOR ALL:
PROTECTING THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED”

     Friday, June 16, 2023
First Christian Church • 6900 Market Avenue North, Canton, OH 44721

 8:15 a.m. REGISTRATION & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

 9:00 a.m.      COMMUNICATING WITH OLDER ADULTS AND UNDERSTANDING THE
  SCOPE AND COMPLEXITY OF COGNITIVE FUNCTIONING AND ITS IMPACT
  ON THE RISK OF EXPLOITATION AND ABUSE
  Dr. Karen P. White, PsyD., ABPP (Geropsychology)

 10:00 a.m.      BREAK

 10:15 a.m.      FIGHTING BACK AGAINST ELDER FRAUD: TOP SCAMS FOR 2023
  Brian McDonough, Esq., Assistant U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Ohio

 11:30 a.m.      PROTECTING INDIVIDUALS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND
  DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES
  Scott Phillips, Assistant Deputy Director, Ohio Department of
  Developmental Disabilities (DOOD)

 12:30 p.m.      LUNCH

 1:15 p.m.      PANEL DISCUSSION 
  Dr. Karen P. White; Brian McDonough, Esq.; Scott Phillips; 
  Kyle L. Stone, Esq., Stark County Prosecutor; Terri Dowin, APS Investgator 

 2:30 p.m.      ADJOURN      

“Justice for All: Protecting the Elderly and Disabled”
	 *Members:  $135.00        Associate Members:  $112.50        Non-Members:  $247.50

 Name: ________________________________________________ Atty. Reg. No. ____________________

 Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

 Email: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

*PLEASE NOTE:  If you are currently a member of any local bar association, you may attend at our members’ price.

RESERVATION DEADLINE: JUNE 13, 2023
Please mail checks to: Stark County Bar Association

116 Cleveland Avenue, N.W., Suite 400, Canton, Ohio  44702-1728  
NO REFUNDS UNLESS RESERVATION CANCELLATION IS RECEIVED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF SEMINAR.

Application submitted for 4.50 General CLE Credit Hours
and 4.50 Credit Hours of Guardian Continuing Education by the Stark County Probate Court.  

!

                               STARK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
                                                       and 
             STARK COUNTY PROBATE COURT – JUDGE DIXIE PARK 
                                                       and 
STARK MULTI DISCIPLINARY ADVOCACY/PROTECTIVE RESOURCES TEAM 
(SMART) 

                                                                       Present 
  

12th ANNUAL “JUSTICE FOR ALL: 
PROTECTING THE ELDERLY AND DISABLED” 

FIRST CHRISTIAN CHURCH 
6900 MARKET AVENUE NORTH, CANTON, OH 44721 

FRIDAY, JUNE 16, 2023 

8:15 A.M.  REGISTRATION & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 

9:00 A.M.  COMMUNICATING WITH OLDER ADULTS AND UNDERSTANDING THE 
SCOPE AND COMPLEXITY OF COGNITIVE FUNCTIONING AND ITS IMPACT 
ON THE RISK OF EXPLOITATION AND ABUSE 
Dr. Karen P. White, PsyD., ABOO (Geropsychology) 

10:00 A.M.  BREAK 

10:15 A.M.  FIGHTING BACK AGAINST ELDER FRAUD:  TOP SCAMS FOR 2023 
   Brian McDonough, Esq., Assistant U.S. Attorney, Northern District of Ohio 

11:30 A.M.  PROTECTING INDIVIDUALS WITH INTELLECTUAL AND 
   DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 
   Scott Phillips, Assistant Deputy Director, Ohio Department of 

Developmental Disabilities (DOOD) 

12:30 P.M.  LUNCH 

1:15 P.M.  PANEL DISCUSSION (TBD) 

2:30 P.M.  ADJOURN 

“Justice for All:  Protecting the Elderly and Disabled” 
                        *Members:  $ 135.00                     Associate Members:  $112.50            Non-Members:  

$247.50 
Name: __________________________________________ Atty. Reg. No. __________________ 
Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
Email Address: __________________________________________________________________ 
Do you prefer to receive the seminar materials via Email or Hard Copy on the day of the seminar?  Circle one. 
                              *PLEASE NOTE:  If you are currently a member of any local bar association, you may attend at our 

members’ price.   
RESERVATION DEADLINE:  JUNE 13, 2023 

Please mail your payment for this seminar to:  Stark County Bar Association 
116 Cleveland Avenue, N.W., Suite 400, Canton, OH 44702-1728 
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2023 CRIMINAL LAW VIDEO REPLAY
Friday, July 14, 2023 – SCBA Conference Room

!

Stark County Bar Association

 8:45 a.m. REGISTRATION – Coffee, water & donuts provided.

 9:00 a.m.      BAIL REFORM: OR IS IT?
  The Honorable Kristin G. Farmer
  Stark County Court of Common Pleas

 9:30 a.m.      JUVENILE LAW: CHANGES AND CHALLENGES
  Anthony Kaplanis, Esq., Chief of Family Court Division
  Stark County Public Defender Office
  Melissa Day, Esq., Assistant Prosecutor/Chief of Juvenile Division
  Stark County Prosecutor’s Office

 10:15 a.m.      BREAK

 10:30 a.m.      U.S. AND OHIO SUPREME COURT CASE LAW UPDATE
  Patrick T. Clark, Esq., Managing Counsel, Legal Department
  Office of the Ohio Public Defender

 11:45 a.m.      A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND
  DUAL DIAGNOSIS TREATMENT
  Keith Hochadel, Clinical Consultant
  Emmanuel Turner, Director of Operations
  Arrow Passage Recovery, Massillon, Ohio   

 12:15 p.m.      ADJOURN

2023 CRIMINAL LAW VIDEO REPLAY
  

	 *Members:  $90.00        Associate Members:  $75.00        Non-Members:  $165.00

  Name: ________________________________________________ Atty. Reg. No. ____________________

 Address: _________________________________________________________________________________

 Email: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

*PLEASE NOTE:  If you are currently a member of any local bar association, you may attend at our members’ price.
Do you prefer to receive the seminar materials via Email or Hard Copy on the day of seminar? Circle one.

Please mail checks to: Stark County Bar Association
116 Cleveland Avenue, N.W., Suite 400, Canton, OH 44702-1728

NO REFUNDS UNLESS RESERVATION CANCELLATION IS RECEIVED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF SEMINAR.
Application submitted for 3.00 CLE Credit Hours, including .50 Professional Conduct CLE credit hours.
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   WHY I WANT TO BECOME A LAWYER
   ESSAY CONTEST WINNER

By James J. Genetin, Case Western University School of Law
My desire to become a lawyer was ignited during 

the Business Law I and II courses that I took as an 
undergraduate accounting student at The University of 
Akron.  In these courses I was exposed to the important 
role lawyers play in the business world through business 
contracts and to the ethical responsibilities of lawyers 
and business professionals.  I realized that lawyers 
positively impact society in many ways; however, I was 
still uncertain if a law career was right for me.

My Master of Taxation (MTax) courses confirmed 
my interest in becoming an attorney.  During the MTax 
program, I was exposed in greater depth to the impact 
lawyers have on society and the law.  In my Tax Research 
course, most of the class work consisted of writing tax 
research memos in which I was required to find and 
cite case law, the Internal Revenue Code, and Revenue 
Rulings to support my conclusions.  Through this 
course, it became clear that, although Congress creates 
the law, courts must often interpret the law.  In doing 
so, courts often rely on lawyers’ interpretations and 
arguments.  In my Tax Policy and Ethics course, I learned 
that lawyers can also be involved in drafting the tax code 
and that lawmakers weigh policies, including the need 
to fund government functions, the desire to redistribute 
wealth, and the desire to regulate actions of individuals 
and corporations.  During the MTax program, I also 
saw that lawyers are involved in the interpretive process, 
whether through drafting statutes, making interpretive 
arguments to a judge, or as a judge who makes the 
ultimate interpretive ruling.  It was at that point that I 
knew I wanted to attend law school and become a lawyer.

My academic and leadership experiences in 
law school have confirmed my desire to become a 
lawyer.  Throughout law school, I have studied hard and 
immersed myself in the course material.  This hard work 
paid off.  I have been on the Dean’s Honor List every 
semester and am ranked in the top three percent of my 
class.  My academic success has positioned me to be able 
to assume leadership roles in which I strive to enrich 
the law school community.  I am the Managing Editor 
(ME), second to the Editor in Chief, of the Case Western 
Reserve Law Review and have been a teacher’s assistant for 
two professors.  As ME, I am responsible for conducting 
the orientation for new editors, scheduling the editing 
cycles, coordinating the four teams of editors, answering 
questions on formatting, and being the last person to 

review every footnote.  Many unexpected issues have 
arisen throughout Volume 73, but we resolved them 
all through careful thought and teamwork.

Both of my teaching assistant positions 
provided me with excellent opportunities to lead law
students through challenges that I had recently 
navigated.  My teaching assistant role with Professor 
Adler was unique because each week I taught one 
of the three Legislation and Regulation classes in a 
small-group setting.  I thrived in leading the students 
through the material that I had dedicated myself to 
learning just a year prior.  I also enjoyed answering 
the students’ questions.  And most of all, I cherished 
the level of participation that my small group 
achieved.  Almost every time I would ask the class 
a question, at least one student would be excited to 
answer.  My role as a teaching assistant for Professor 
Salerno in Transactional Writing also involves leading 
students.  Two other teaching assistants and I lead 
review sessions for every individual assignment that 
the students are given.  We also meet with students 
individually to answer their questions.  While I have 
excelled in my studies, giving back to students and the 
law school has been the most rewarding.  Through 
my course work and leadership experience during law 
school I have expanded my understanding of the role 
lawyers play in interpreting the law and representing 
clients.  With the background that I have gained in 
law school, my desire to become an attorney has grown 
stronger.

After graduation and completion of the bar, 
I will begin work in the Jones Day Cleveland office.  
There I hope to zealously represent business clients 
in transactions and compliance with federal agency 
regulations by thinking through problems to reach 
reasoned conclusions.  I would also like to eventually 
give back to the law school by sharing the knowledge 
that I learn in practice as an adjunct professor.  I 
hope to stay in Northeast Ohio for the duration of 
my career and to become a leader in the local bar 
association and legal community.  It is for the reasons 
discussed above, and many more, that I hope to gain 
the privilege of becoming an attorney.
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ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS

SUMMIT MEMORIAL AWARD
Riley Douglas — Tuslaw High School

Division I — Grades 7th & 8th
1st Place Lila Smith — Oakwood Middle School

2nd Place Addison Snyder — Oakwood Middle School
3rd Place Logan Fenderson — East Canton Middle School

Division II — Grades 9th & 10th
1st Place Lena M. DePasquale — Early College High School @ Lehman

Division III — Grades 11th & 12th
1st Place Nathan F. Turowski — GlenOak  High School

2nd Place Kylie Johnson — Tuslaw High School
3rd Place Blake Kauffman — Tuslaw High School

POSTER CONTEST WINNERS
Category 1 — Grades K through 2

1st Place Lydia Fowler — Lake Cable Elementary
2nd Place Olivia Keller — Lake Cable Elementary
3rd Place Layne Fowler — Lake Cable Elementary

Category 3 — Grades 6 through 8
1st Place Brooklyn Benally — Oakwood Middle School
2nd Place Luca Melegari — Oakwood Middle School

3rd Place Veronica Larson — Oakwood Middle School
4th Place Lola Drlik — Oakwood Middle School

5th Place Alana Eberhardt — Oakwood Middle School

MOOT COURT COMPETITION 
Lake High School

 APPELLANTS  APPELLEES
 1st Place Ella Fox  Andrew Sharpe
 2nd Place Nadia Watts-Jackson  Lindsey Gotham
 3rd Place Jillian Baker  Shelby Miller
 4th Place Mackenzie Hedrick  Owen Capozzi

“WHY I WANT TO BECOME AN ATTORNEY” ESSAY CONTEST 
SCHOLORSHIP WINNER

James J. Genetin — Case Western University School of Law

DIGITAL MEDIA CONTEST WINNER
Savanna Rayl — East Canton Middle School

2023 LIBERTY BELL AWARD WINNER
 Dr. Michele Heberling, PhD.

LAW DAY AWARDS CEREMONY

MOOT COURT
COMPETITION

LIBERTY BELL WINNER
DR. MICHELE HEBERLING, PHD.

PRO BONO WINNER
MITCHELL A. MACHAN



PAGE 8 THE STARK COUNTY BAR JOURNAL   JUNE 2023

This year, we will take the opportunity to recognize local practitioners who are celebrating 50 
years in the practice of law. Our next attorney to be recognized for a largely commendable 50 
years of practice is James R. Blake, Esq.

For those of you who avoid 
math, the attorneys who are 
part of our 50 year spotlight in 
2023 began practicing in 1973. 
That year, Richard Nixon was 
sworn in for a second term as 
President with Spiro Agnew as 
his Vice President, who would 
resign and plead no contest to 
income tax evasion. Yes, it was 
the year of Watergate. In 1973, 
Chief Justice Warren Burger and 
the U.S. Supreme Court issued 

their landmark decision in Roe v. Wade striking down abortion 
laws. The Vietnam War ended with the signing of the Paris 
Peace Accords. The American Psychiatric Association removed 
homosexuality from its DSM-II. Federal Express officially 
began operations. The Young & the Restless and $10,000 
Pyramid debuted on CBS. Last but not least, James R. Blake 
was sworn in as an attorney licensed to practice law in the 
State of Ohio.

Jim graduated from The Ohio State University, cum 
laude, in 1973 and began his practice at Day, Ketterer, Raley, 
Wright and Rybolt where he remained until he retired. He 
made his decision to pursue law while a freshman at Duke 
University after completing an assignment to interview a 
professional about his career. He interviewed Gene Green, a 
well-known labor attorney from his hometown, Youngstown. 
He was fascinated by his account of his career. He then read 
a book entitled, “The Lawyers”, which covered many aspects 
of the legal profession. By Christmas of 1967, Jim was hooked 
and wrote his father a letter, not a text, advising him that he 
planned to go to law school and become a lawyer.

Jim initially focused his legal practice on employment 
and labor law including arbitrations, NLRB proceedings 
and strikes, as well as discrimination and sexual harassment 
claims. His mentors were Larry Brown and Bob Rybolt. As his 
practice progressed and the law firm consolidated (at one time 
Day Ketterer was two separate firms, one handling corporate 
matters and the other insurance defense), he began to handle 
civil litigation with an emphasis on defending an electric utility 
throughout Ohio in electrical injury cases. When I joined Day 
Ketterer in 1993, Jim was a seasoned attorney who was willing 
to share his experience and knowledge. As a young associate, 
it was intimidating to think about the high-risk litigation 

James R. Blake, Esq.
50th Year Spotlight 

involving catastrophic injuries against a target defendant that 
he handled unflappably on a day-to-day basis. He enjoyed 
the diversity of his practice throughout the years, which kept 
it interesting and led him to appear in more than half of 
Ohio’s counties, several other states and even Canada on one 
occasion. He will never forget the anticipation and feeling 
of hearing a jury render its verdict. While it was satisfying 
and fulfilling to successfully prepare and resolve litigation, 
arbitration and other proceedings, the most important and 
fulfilling experiences were the relationships and friendships 
with clients and lawyers that he formed through the years 
including during his time as Managing Partner at Day Ketterer.

Over the last 50 year, Jim has seen a lot of change in the 
legal landscape and law as a business. While not necessarily 
true in Stark County, there has been a significant growth in 
mega firms and a reduction in the mid-size and small firms. 
In his opinion, the change has made lawyers less available to 
the general public. A major improvement in the practice has 
been the percentage of lawyers who are female and that the bar 
now better reflects our society as a whole. He sees advances in 
technology as a major positive for the practice. While there are 
more civil lawsuits, there are fewer cases being tried. Setting 
cases and alternative dispute resolution is a positive from an 
economic and human cost standpoint, but it makes it much 
more difficult for young lawyers to gain the training and 
experience necessary to become good, competent trial lawyers.

For young lawyers, Jim’s advice is to find a good mentor 
and ask questions. There is a lot to be learned after law school 
that is not in the books. Always work hard, because there are 
no shortcuts even with technology and nothing feels worse that 
not being prepared. Make your client’s needs your top priority. 
Show respect for others in the profession and the judiciary and 
never disregard the ethical rules.

Congratulations to 
Jim on his achievement 
of 50 years as part of 
the legal community.
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New SCBA 
Associate Member  

Kari Simms (Law Clerk) 
Associated with: 

Stark County Family Court

Daniel P. Krupko, Esq. 
Roderick, Linton & Belfance, LLP

50 S. Main Street, 10th Floor • Akron, OH 44308
PH: 330-434-3000 • FAX: 330-434-9220

Email: dkrupko@rlbllp.com

Phillip D. Schandel, Esq. 
2335 Tanglewood Drive, NE

Massillon, OH 44646
PH: 330-837-1097

Email: phil.schandel@gmail.com

New SCBA Member  

Change of Address

 Notary Stamp Prices
The Stark County Bar Association is offering for sale Attorney and Non-Attorney Notary Public Stamps 

and Seals. If you are interested in purchasing these items, please contact the Stark County Bar Association 
at 330-453-0685, or visit our website at www.starkctybar.com.

PRICE INFORMATION:
1. Notary Name Stamp and Embossed Seal (to be used with ink pad) ........................($33.52 + $1.95 tax) = *$35.47

2. Notary Self-Ink Stamp with seal (includes name stamp & notary seal in one) ....... ($35.75 + $2.10 tax) = *$37.85

3. Notary Self-Ink Stamp without seal (name stamp only in self-ink) ..........................($28.37 + $1.62 tax) = *$29.99

4. Notary Pre-Ink Stamp with seal (includes name stamp & notary seal in one) ........($35.20 + $2.06 tax) = *$37.26

5. Notary Pre-Ink Stamp without seal (name stamp only in pre-ink) ...........................($30.30 + $1.74 tax) = *$32.04

6. Notary Name Stamp Only (to be used with ink pad) ............................................... ($18.40 + $0.97 tax) = *$19.37 

7. Embossed Seal Only .................................................................................................... ($27.27 + $1.55 tax) = *$28.82

8. Felt Stamp Pad Black Ink ...........................................................................................( $ 7.92 + $0.29 tax)   = *$8.21

*Prices include 6.50% Sales Tax & Shipping Charges

Move Recently?

We want to know where you are!  
E-mail Paulie at: scbareferral@starkctybar.com 

with all change of
RESIDENCE and BUSINESS 

address information.
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Every person has internal thoughts that cause anxiety, 
misery or just an overall bad feeling—they are called 
cognitive distortions, and they infiltrate our brains in 
many different ways. Cognitive distortions come in many 
different forms. The best way to cope with these thoughts 
is to be aware of these 9 distortions and learn how to 
prove them wrong.

“Should” or “must” statements
A lawyer arrived to work and reminisced about her 
morning. She thought to herself, “I should have been 
more empathetic to my spouse this morning when I 
was in a rush. I must be a terrible husband/wife.” This 
is called a “should” statement, where you feel guilty 
or lacking and you are not living up to your beliefs or 
expectations, which makes you believe that there must be 
something wrong with you.

Black and white thinking, also known as all-
or-nothing thinking
Terry has received myriad compliments and accolades 
during his legal career. He made one small mistake—
he called a colleague by the wrong name—and he 
immediately believed he was not fit for his position as 
a lawyer. He thought to himself, “I am a terrible lawyer. 
I cannot do anything right.” Obviously, this is not true. 
He needs to recognize this thought, challenge it, and 
figure out why this is not true. Terry has done almost 
everything the right way, and he needs to focus on those 
accomplishments. Just because he made one mistake does 
not mean he is lacking. Everyone makes mistakes.

Jumping to conclusions
Melissa arrived at the office, and her co-worker Diane did 
not say hello to her. Melissa immediately believed that 
she must have done something to offend Diane and that 
Diane is angry with her. Melissa does not have enough 
information to know this is the truth, yet she believes 
it anyway. If you find yourself jumping to conclusions, 
try to rationalize why your thought is distorted. In this 
example, Diane might not have seen Melissa walk in, 
which is why Diane did not say hello, not because she is 
angry with her.

Filtering
Mental filtering is when you come up with a negative 
of something positive. Instead of thinking about his 

major accomplishments as a judge, Sam only focused on 
another six years of public scrutiny. Yes, scrutiny might be 
a small part of the job, but there is so much more! 

Overgeneralization
Overgeneralization is when a person applies something 
from one event to all other events. For example, Stacy 
has been a mentor to Michael for two years. The last time 
Michael went to court, he was late and unprepared. Now 
Stacy believes she has failed Michael just because he had 
one bad day. 

Personalization
Personalization occurs when a person thinks he/she 
is responsible for negative events that are not in their 
control. Judge Wyatt believes that the never-ending court 
docket is his fault because he took a week vacation with 
his family. There will still be a long docket whether Judge 
Wyatt took a vacation or he did not. Being out of the 
courtroom for one week is not going to cause a greater 
number of cases.

Comparison
You have probably heard the expression that comparison 
is the thief of joy. With social media and our constant 
exposure to other people’s lives and achievements, it is 
easy for us to fall into the trap of comparing ourselves to 
others. For example, Emily compares herself to another 
lawyer in her office and says, “I am not as well-liked as 
her.” This is an unfair comparison, since Emily cannot 
read the minds of others. She does not in fact know that 
others like her colleague better. Instead of comparing 
herself, Emily can focus on all of the people who support 
her and that she also is well-liked.

Magnification or minimalization 
Magnification is when you exaggerate the importance of 
an event. For example, Cindy missed a meeting because 
she forgot to put it in her calendar. She immediately 
thinks that she is the worst lawyer just because of that 
one time. One mistake does not make you terrible at 
something. Instead, she could think of all of the meetings 
she attended where she was on time!

Minimalization happens when you inappropriately shrink 
things until they appear tiny. When Nancy won an award 
that her colleague nominated her for, she did not believe 

 Be Aware of These 9 Cognitive Distortions
By Scott R. Mote, Esq., Executive Director of the Ohio Lawyers Assistance Program
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she actually deserved it. She believed her colleague was 
just being nice.

Labeling
“I’m a bad lawyer,” Harry said, after he became 
overwhelmed one day. Harry is labeling himself. Being 
a lawyer is complex, and many ups and downs come 
along with the job. Instead of thinking about all of his 
achievements, he is labeling himself as bad just because 
he is overwhelmed. We all get overwhelmed at times. 
We just need to learn how to cope and think about the 
positives of being a lawyer.

Do you feel like you can identify with any of these 
cognitive distortions? It is important to be aware of these 
thoughts and learn how to change your thinking. If you 

find yourself comparing, labeling or any other type of 
distorted thinking, figure out why that is not true. If your 
all-or-nothing mindset makes you think that you are a bad 
lawyer, challenge your thinking. Remind yourself of all of 
your professional accomplishments, how you help people 
daily, and how committed you are to the legal profession. 
This should help you to start thinking more positively, 
which will make you less stressed and anxious.

If you or another legal professional you know needs help, contact 
the Ohio Lawyers Assistance Program. OLAP is a confidential 
program that helps legal professionals cope with the stresses of 
the profession. OLAP has saved lives, careers, marriages and 
families. All inquiries are confidential. (800) 348-4343 / 
ohiolap.org

(continued from previous page )
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Andrea N. Burton - (330.983.2658) - aburton@communitylegalaid.org
David Butz - (33.497.0700) - dbutz@kwgd.com
Ken Mirkin – (330.983.2513) - kmirkin@communitylegalaid.org

Special Needs Trusts & 
Trust Reformations 

Jennifer L. Lile, CELA 
Attorney at Law 

jlile@kwgd.com 

MEMBER 
4775 Munson Street NW, Canton 

330.497.0700        
KWGD.com 

PROBATE BONDS                                                     
Guardianship—Estate—Trust    

 

2539 Cleveland Ave NW                                                 
Canton OH 44709                                                        

330-454-6135      Fax 330-454-9459 
bwalsh@rlnicholasins.com                                                                  

rnicholas@rlnicholasins.com  
khaltom@rlnicholasins.com 

*  PROMPT TURNAROUND                                                                                  
*  Professional, Confidential & Courteous                                                                      
* Necessary Forms available via fax  or email                        
* Bond delivery available 

 

• Elder Care Planning
• Asset Protection
• Special Needs Trusts

Timothy J. Moore 
Jason Pugh
Edgar M. Moore, Jr.
Morgan A. Barth

Elder Care Asset Protection

P 330-491-2222    www.TheEstateAttorneys.com

&&  
EERRNNOOWW  LLPPAA  WW  WW  WW  

AANNDD  SS  SS  SS  EEBBOOLLTT  SS  SS  SS  
PATENT, TRADEMARK, COPYRIGHT LAW 

& RELATED LITIGATION 

4940 Munson St. NW, Suite 1100 330.244.1174 
Canton, Ohio  44718 www.sswip.com

624 Fifth Street NW • Canton, Ohio 44703
Phone (330)454-9141

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
SlimansPrintery.com

Follow 
us on 

Legal Assistant Position
Clunk & Pidgeon, Ltd.

in Alliance, Ohio
Supporting primarily real estate, estate 

planning and probate practice.
Bookkeeping experience a plus.

Please send resumes to:
lori@clunklaw.com



Why not consider your Stark County Bar Association’s Lawyer Referral Service? Attorneys 

are currently needed for our LAWYER REFERRAL SERVICE for all areas of law, especially:

• Consumer Law -auto/retail/home   • Child custody/support/visitation • Insurance -health/life/auto   

• Collections   • Small Claims   • General   • Civil Matters • Identity Theft   • Immigration   • School Law   

• Oil & Gas Leases (Land Owners)  • Real Estate   • Predatory Lending   • Civil Protection Orders   • Civil Rights

Call Paulie at the Stark County Bar Association at 330-453-0685 or E-mail: SCBAReferral@StarkCtyBar.com for more information.

Would You Like Additional Clients? 
Join Our Lawyer Referral Service

Call our team of professionals 
for all your real estate needs!

4065 Fulton Dr NW, Canton          
330.498.4400         
putmanproperties.com

4,500 SQ.FT. OFFICE/MEDICAL/RETAIL BUILDING FOR SALE OR 1,500 SQ.FT. AVAILABLE FOR LEASE
930-938 AMHERST RD NE, MASSILLON, OHIO  44646

For more information, please contact:
Saylor Putman 330.495.8292

Timothy J. Putman 330.495.0600

O�ce or retail space for medical, law, insurance, 
engineering, computers, or sales o�ces. 
Concrete paved parking front and rear.   

Located in Northeast Massillon.  
Minutes from downtown Massillon.  

Easy access via Route 21 to Akron, Canton, or 
Massillon retail.

 CAM is $2.51/sq.ft. or $313.75/month includes taxes, 
insurance, snow plowing/landscaping and 

water/sewer.

1,500 Sq.Ft. For Lease:  $8.00/Sq.Ft. NNN
Suite includes:  Reception, 2 o�ces, 

conference room, kitchenette, & ADA restroom.

For Sale:  $395,000 (Recent Price Reduction)

FOR LEASE OR SALE

Associate Attorney Needed
Milligan Pusateri Co., LPA is seeking an associate with 3-5 years of litigation experience. The 
candidate should have strong oral and written communication skills and be committed to 
working in a collegial, team-oriented environment. 

Milligan Pusateri has a civil litigation practice that extends throughout northeastern Ohio 
courts and beyond. In addition to general civil litigation, the firm represents hospitals 
and healthcare providers in medical malpractice litigation and does both commercial and 
personal lines insurance defense work. 

Please send resume to HR@milliganpusateri.com.



PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
CANTON, OH

PERMIT NO. 654

Stark County Bar Association 
400 Courtyard Centre Building
116 Cleveland Ave., N.W.
Canton, Ohio 44702-1728


