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2023 Upcoming CLE 
Seminars

CLE Self-Study Rule Changes

ELDER LAW COMMITTEE MEETING

Reminder:  A - L! 
Complete your CLE by Dec. 31, 202366

Did You Know?
As a member of the Stark County Bar Association you may 

request for your review our Annual Budget or our Statement of 
Assets, Liabilities and Net Assets. These financial documents 
are available upon request made to Tina McCort, our 
Executive Director.

NOTARY EDUCATION CLASS
& TESTING

Classes and Testing offered every 2nd & 4th Tuesday 
Stark County Bar Association Office

*By Appointment Only*
1 Hour Renewal Education Class • 9:00 AM – 10:00 AM

3 Hour New Notary Public Education Class
12:00 Noon – 3:00 PM

TESTING 3:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Online classes and testing 

available at our website: www.StarkCtyBar.com 

T H E STA R K C OU N T Y BA R A S SO CI AT ION

March 1st  12:00 noon Family Law Committee Meeting  

March 2nd 12:00 noon  Community Involvement 
  Committee Meeting
 
March 3rd  1:30 pm Bankruptcy Committee Meeting

March 13th  4:00 pm Disputed Fee Committee Meeting 

March 14th 12:00 noon Elder Law Committee Meeting
 
March 15th 12:00 noon Law Day Committee Meeting
 
March 15th 4:00 pm Executive Committee Meeting
 
March 20th 12:00 noon Lawyer Referral Service 
  Committee Meeting

March 21st 3:45 pm Grievance Committee Meeting

March 23rd 12:00 noon Military & Veterans Affairs 
  Committee Meeting

CANCELLED

CANCELLED

Effective January 1, 2023, the Supreme Court of Ohio adopted 
rule changes that will permanently remove the CLE self-study 
caps for attorneys.

The  Elder Law Committee meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 14, 2023, has been cancelled. The next meeting will be 
May 9, 2023 at 12:00 noon.
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From Our President
A BRIEF (and recent) HISTORY OF NOTARY EDUCATION AND 
TESTING PROVIDED BY THE STARK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

Stephan P. Babik
President, Stark County Bar Association

I.  Senate Bill 263 becomes the “Notary Public 
Modernization Act.” 

In mid-2019, the Stark County Bar Association learned 
of S.B. 263 which had the short title of the “Notary Public 
Modernization Act.” In brief, S.B. 263 would transfer the 
commissioning of notaries from county courts of common 
pleas to the Ohio Secretary of State. Of note to the Stark 
County Bar Association, S.B. 263 would completely change 
the landscape with respect to offering notary education, 
testing, and renewal, which, like many other local bar 
associations at the time, was a significant source of revenue.

What ensued after our Association learned of the Notary 
Modernization Act was an all-hands-on-deck effort to ensure 
the Stark County Bar Association could continue to provide 
notary education and testing to benefit our community and 
Association alike. Among those who stepped up to prepare 
materials, present videotaped seminars, and lobby for 
inclusion of our Association in the new notary framework 
were Judge Hartnett, Attorney Ivan Redinger, Jr., Attorney 
Anthony E. Brown, Attorney Aletha M. Carver, Attorney 
William Emley, Attorney Melissa S. Ulrich, and Attorney 
Scott G. Hastings. I would also be remiss if I did not mention 
the assistance we received  from our State House and Senate 
Representatives (Scott Oelslager & Kirk Schuring) who assisted 
in the process of allowing the Stark County Bar Association to 
be grandfathered into the new system of commissioning.

With all of their help, the Stark County Bar Association 
had weathered the storm and managed to continue as one of 
the few local county bar associations still capable of providing 
notary education and testing. In October of 2019, a brief 
reception was held to thank those who had helped along the 
way.

 II.  COVID-19 and the cessation of in-person notary 
education and testing.

Shortly after we had obtained certification for the Stark 
County Bar Association to provide notary testing and 
education, our Association decided to also incorporate an 
online presence that would advertise our services and provide 
order forms for notary public supplies, such as stamps. When 
COVID-19 hit, together with the associated closures and 
cessations of in-person gatherings, we were once again faced 
with uncertainty and our Association’s ability to provide 

(continued next page)

notary education and testing was at risk of grinding to a halt. 
Our Officers recognized that we needed an online solution 
and it would need to be implemented quickly.

When third-party vendor options all fell through, I spent 
the next weekends building what I hoped would become a 
functional education and testing platform at ohionotaryclass.
com. After the content and payment portal were complete, I 
ran a demo registration, education, and testing session and…
it worked! To date, I am happy to report that ohionotaryclass.
com has served us well and is currently the single largest source 
of revenue received by the Stark County Bar Association 
outside of membership dues. Even with the “return to 
normal” in a post-COVID world, online education and testing 
continues to significantly outpace in-person education and 
testing by a wide margin.

III.  House Bill 567 and Senate Bill 131 present new 
challenges to address.

All was proceeding without significant issue when, on May 
18, 2022, the Ohio House of Representatives passed H.B. 567. 
At the time of passage, the bill had a single (laudible) purpose 
and proposed amendments to R.C. 2303.12 to “generally 
require the clerk of the court of common pleas to make 
available the court’s general docket … on the clerk of court’s 
website.” 

In written testimony offered by the Ohio Judicial 
Conference, the Executive Director noted H.B. 567’s worthy 
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From Our President  (continued from previous page )

purpose to “make the practice of law more efficient for 
Ohio’s lawyers.” Also offering support of H.B. 567, the Ohio 
Association for Justice accurately noted that “[o]pen access to 
public records is a cornerstone of American democracy. Such 
access is central to electing and monitoring public officials and 
evaluating government operations.”

Later, on December 14, 2022, when H.B. 567 passed in the 
Ohio Senate, the three-page piece of legislation had blossomed 
from a single purpose vehicle (to amend R.C. 2303.12) into 
a forty-four-page bill amending or enacting twenty separate 
sections of the Ohio Revised Code. Among the statutes 
to be amended, was R.C. 147.011 which defines the word 
“acknowledgement” for purposes of notarial acts. House Bill 
567 was then signed into law on January 5, 2023 with an 
effective date of April 6, 2023.

On February 3, 2023, the Stark County Bar Association 
received notice of how these changes would impact our ability 
to continue to provide notary education and testing in the 
State of Ohio. Among the necessary changes include, not only 
the H.B. 567 changes, but also some additional changes set 
forth in S.B. 131 which has an effective date of April 3, 2023 
and, for the sake of space, is not discussed here. To ensure 
that we can receive the requisite approval in advance of the 
April 6, 2023 effective date, we have been instructed to submit 

materials on or before March 6, 2023 to ensure that they are 
reviewed before that deadline.

Once again, notary education and testing at our local Bar 
Association is facing legislative headwinds with a truncated 
timeline for implementation. In the short time since we 
learned of the statutory changes, First Vice President/Notary 
Committee Co-Chair Judge Forchione and Second Vice 
President/Notary Committee Co-Chair Angela Vagotis have 
dedicated their weekends to analyzing the legislation and 
identifying necessary changes. Executive Director Tina McCort 
and Notary Secretary/Bookkeeper Chris Diaz have begun 
modifying presentation materials and gathering necessary 
information. Past President Attorney Aletha Carver has 
agreed to assist with updating education materials. Bob Aman, 
long-time supporter of our Association and professional 
videographer at Pro Video Services, has met to discuss how 
he can provide technical assistance in preparing updated 
materials. 

Beyond the pressing and immediate changes that will 
need to be implemented, looking towards the long-term, 
our Association will have to revamp and update some of our 
notary education and testing materials. In this regard, and 
in the words of Jake Elwood, “we’re putting the band back 
together.” If you believe you can assist, please contact Tina.

 

 

Past Due Bills Will Be Mailed April 1st
Don’t Miss The Value of Your SCBA Membership!

Stark County Bar Association 
Administrative Professionals Day Luncheon 
Wednesday, April 26, 2023

BENDER'S TAVERN, DOWNTOWN CANTON 

12:00 Noon • $24.50 per person 

LUNCH ENTREES: 

• Chicken Marsala with Mashed Potatoes - Served with a House Salad & Bread

• Scrod ala Foley with Rice - Served with a House Salad & Bread

• Chef Salad - Served with Bread

All lunches will include a Bender's Mini Sundae. 
Choice of coffee, iced tea, hot teas or soft drink.

Please call the Bar Office (330�453�0685) or e�mail (SCB@StarkCtyBar.com), no 
later than April 21st to make your reservations. We hope to see you and your staff! 

Stark County Bar Association 
Administrative Professionals Day Luncheon 
Wednesday, April 26, 2023

BENDER'S TAVERN, DOWNTOWN CANTON 

12:00 Noon • $24.50 per person 

LUNCH ENTREES: 

• Chicken Marsala with Mashed Potatoes - Served with a House Salad & Bread

• Scrod ala Foley with Rice - Served with a House Salad & Bread

• Chef Salad - Served with Bread

All lunches will include a Bender's Mini Sundae. 
Choice of coffee, iced tea, hot teas or soft drink.

Please call the Bar Office (330�453�0685) or e�mail (SCB@StarkCtyBar.com), no 
later than April 21st to make your reservations. We hope to see you and your staff! 
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Stark County Bar Association
Legal Scholarship

Stark County Family Court Attorneys

The Stark County Bar Association offers a Legal Scholarship.  Consideration is given to the following:

 •   Students enrolled or accepted as a full or part-time student at an educational institution accredited to   
    award a Juris Doctorate degree;
 •   Students pursuing a course of study designed to result in a Juris Doctorate degree; and
   •   Students in good academic standing in Law School or in prior academic work, as determined by the   
    Scholarship  Committee.

The Scholarship Committee also gives priority consideration to students with demonstrated financial need; 
students from the Stark County area; and students likely to pursue a law career in the Stark County area.

Stark Community Foundation administers our Scholarship, and the Scholarship Application may be found on 
their website at www.starkcf.org.  The Application Deadline is April 1, 2023.

Move Recently?

We want to know where you are!  
E-mail Paulie at: scbareferral@starkctybar.com 

with all change of
RESIDENCE and BUSINESS 

address information.

New Member  
Janel M. Newell, Esq. 

Associated with:  Sole Practitioner  
1150 Saint Abigail Street, SW

Hartville, OH 44632
PH:  864-316-3541

Email:  janel@k2closellc.com  

The Stark County Family Court is initiating a Pro 
Se Help Desk to assist unrepresented individuals in 
completing their paperwork, obtaining dates and filing.  
We are looking for attorneys to work at the Help Desk, 
which will be open from 10am to 1pm on Mondays.  

The Help Desk will assist in both Juvenile Custody 
and Domestic Relations cases.  The Court will pay the 
Help Desk attorney $275 total for the three hours and 
they will be located in an office at the Court.  We are 
looking for experienced attorneys to staff the Help Desk.  

If you want to do it weekly, great.  But we can also work 
with multiple attorneys on a rotating basis.  The Court 
proposes a three-month trial period for the Help Desk to 
see if the time and services are being used by the Pro Se 
litigants, then re-evaluate based upon usage and benefit.  

If you are interested in applying to staff the Help Desk, 
please contact Judge Hall at 330-451-7308 or rahall@
starkcountyohio.gov. 
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         Stark County Bar Association

         2023 MUNICIPAL COURT SEMINAR
         Wednesday, March 29, 2023 • SCBA Conference Room 

 12:30 p.m.  REGISTRATION  

 1:00 p.m.      CANTON MUNICIPAL COURT
  Honorable Curt Werren
  Magistrate Jeremy J. Foltz
  Magistrate Derek C. McClowry
  Magistrate Christy M. Pierson

      Practice in the Canton Municipal Court - Policies and Procedures

 1:50 p.m.      MASSILLON MUNICIPAL COURT
  Honorable Edward J. Elum
  Honorable Joel C. Fichter
  Magistrate Andrea M. Scassa

   1. Basic Forms to Survive and Updates/Changes to the Law
   2. Landlord/Tenant Current Issues, Hearings, and Mediations
   3. Coordinated Probation/Community Control Orders

 2:40 p.m.     BREAK

 2:55 p.m. ALLIANCE MUNICIPAL COURT
  Honorable Andrew L. Zumbar

      Policies, Procedures, and Updates

 3:45 p.m. MENTAL HEALTH COMMITMENTS FROM CRIMINAL
  MUNICIPAL COURT CASES WITH SAMPLE FORMS
  Honorable Dixie Park, Stark County Probate Court

 4:15 p.m.      ADJOURN

2023 Municipal Court Seminar

 *Members:  $90.00           Associate Members:  $75.00          Non-Members:  $165.00

  Name  Atty. Reg. No.

 Address

Email

*PLEASE NOTE:  If you are currently a member of any local bar association, you may attend at our members’ price.

Do you prefer to receive the seminar materials via Email or Hard Copy on the day of the seminar? Circle One.

Please mail checks to: Stark County Bar Association
116 Cleveland Avenue, N.W., Suite 400, Canton, Ohio  44702-1728

NO REFUNDS UNLESS RESERVATION CANCELLATION IS RECEIVED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF SEMINAR.
Application has been aproved for 3.00 General CLE credit hours.

!
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         Stark County Bar Association

         2023 FAMILY LAW SEMINAR
         Wednesday, April 5, 2023
         SCBA Conference Room 

 8:30 a.m. REGISTRATION
  Doughnuts, coffee & water provided.  

 9:00 a.m.      FACES OF MENTAL ILLNESS
  Aimee Thomas, Ph.D., J.D., P.C.C.-S
  Lighthouse Family Center, Ltd.
  Catherine M.W. Bell, Esq.
  Magistrate Stark County Family Court

 10:30 a.m.      BREAK

 10:45 a.m.      LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
  Scott Lundregan, Esq.
  Legislative Counsel/Director of Policy, Ohio State Bar Association

 11:45 a.m. COMMON PITFALLS OF GRIEVANCE COMPLAINTS
  Richard S. Milligan, Esq., SCBA Bar Counsel
  Milligan & Pusateri Co., LPA

 12:15 p.m.      ADJOURN

2023 Family Law Seminar
Wednesday, April 5, 2023

 *Members:  $90.00           Associate Members:  $75.00          Non-Members:  $165.00

  Name  Atty. Reg. No.

 Address

Email

*PLEASE NOTE:  If you are currently a member of any local bar association, you may attend at our members’ price.

Do you prefer to receive the seminar materials via Email or Hard Copy on the day of the seminar? Circle One.

Please mail checks to: Stark County Bar Association
116 Cleveland Avenue, N.W., Suite 400, Canton, Ohio  44702-1728

NO REFUNDS UNLESS RESERVATION CANCELLATION IS RECEIVED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF SEMINAR.
Application approved  for 3.00 CLE credit hours, including 2.0 Professional Conduct CLE credit hours.

!
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THE 27TH ANNUAL 
WHITE-WILLIAMS BANKRUPTCY INSTITUTE

April 14, 2023
The Hartville Kitchen

1015 Edison Street NW, Hartville, OH 44632
6.00 CLEs applied for (5.00 general hrs. & 1 professional conduct hr.)

 7:45 a.m. REGISTRATION

 8:25 a.m.      WELCOME
  Michelle Jackson Limas, Esq., Chair, Bankruptcy Committee, Stark County Bar Association 
  Michael Steel, Esq., Chair, Bankruptcy & Commercial Law Section, Akron Bar Association

 8:30 a.m.      U.S. TRUSTEE UPDATE
  Amy L. Good, Esq., Office of the U.S. Trustee
  Scott R. Belhorn, Esq., Office of the U.S. Trustee

 9:00 a.m.      CASE LAW UPDATE
  Hon. John P. Gustafson, US Bankruptcy Court, Northern District of Ohio
  Thomas DeCarlo, Esq., Osipov Bigelman, P.C.

 10:30 a.m. BREAK

 10:45 a.m.      CHAPTER 13 PANEL
  Hon. Alan M. Koschik, US Bankruptcy Court, Northern District of Ohio
  Dynele L. Schinker-Kuharich, Esq., Canton Chapter 13 Trustee
  Keith L. Rucinski, Esq., Akron Chapter 13 Trustee

 11:15 a.m.      VIEWS FROM THE CANTON BANKRUPTCY COURT BENCH
  Hon. John P. Gustafson, US Bankruptcy Court, Northern District of Ohio
  Hon. Mary Ann Whipple, US Bankruptcy Court, Northern District of Ohio
  Hon. Tiiara N. A. Patton, US Bankruptcy Court, Northern District of Ohio

 11:45 a.m. BREAK – Please leave meeting room for staff to prepare for lunch.

 12:00 noon      LUNCH Presentation by George Vogl of Stretto

 1:00 p.m.      STUDENT LOAN ISSUES
  Suzana K. Koch, Esq., Assistant US Attorney General

 1:30 p.m.      CHAPTER 7 PANEL
  Lisa Barbucci, Esq., Canton Chapter 7 Trustee

 2:00 p.m.     TAX CLAIMS
  Trish D. Lazich, Esq., Director of Bankruptcy & Legal Support,  
  Office of the Ohio  Attorney General

 3:00 p.m.     PIE BREAK sponsored by Vance P. Truman, Esq.

 3:15 p.m.     SUCCESSION PLANNING & DUE DILIGENCE
  Gretchen J. Mote, Esq., OBLIC Director of Loss Prevention

 4:15 p.m.     CLOSING REMARKS AND DRAWING FOR 
  DEAN WYMAN SCHOLARSHIP
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         Stark County Bar Association

         2023  LAW DAY SEMINAR
“Cornerstones of Democracy: Civics, Civility, and Collaboration”

        

Wednesday, May 3, 2023
Kent State University At Stark’s Conference Center 

 12:45 p.m. REGISTRATION
  

 1:15 p.m.      FEATURING THE STARK COUNTY COMMON PLEAS COURT JUDGES
  The Honorable Taryn L. Heath
  The Honorable Natalie R. Haupt
  The Honorable Kristin G. Farmer
  The Honorable Frank G. Forchione
  The Honorable Chryssa N. Hartnett

 4:30 p.m.      ADJOURN

 
2023 LAW DAY SEMINAR

“Cornerstones of Democracy:  Civics, Civility, and Collaboration”
Wednesday, May 3, 2023

  _________ LUNCH & SEMINAR:
   *Members:  $141.00        Associate Members:  $126.00        Non-Members:  $216.00

 _________ SEMINAR ONLY:
   *Members:  $132.00        Associate Members:  $117.00        Non-Members:  $207.00

 Name: ________________________________________________ Atty. Reg. No. ____________________

 Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

 Email: __________________________________________________________________________________ 
*PLEASE NOTE:  If you are currently a member of any local bar association, you may attend at our members’ price.

Do you prefer to receive the seminar materials via Email or Hard Copy on the day of the seminar? Circle One.
Please mail checks to: Stark County Bar Association

116 Cleveland Avenue, N.W., Suite 400, Canton, Ohio  44702-1728  

RESERVATION DEADLINE:  WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2023
NO REFUNDS UNLESS RESERVATION CANCELLATION IS RECEIVED 24 HOURS IN ADVANCE OF SEMINAR.

Application will be submitted for 3.00 General CLE Credit Hours.  

!
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         Stark County Bar Association

2023 LAW DAY LUNCHEON
Wednesday, May 3, 2023 - 11:45 A.M.

KENT STATE UNIVERSITY AT STARK’S CONFERENCE CENTER

 The Law Week theme this year is “Cornerstones of Democracy:  Civics, Civility, and 
Collaboration”.  Our program at the Law Day Luncheon will feature Keynote Speaker 
Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost.
  
The luncheon is open to the public and the Bar Association cordially invites your staff, 
fellow attorneys, family members and friends to attend the luncheon.

Tickets will be $26.00 per person.  Please note that the luncheon will begin promptly 
at 11:45 A.M.  We cannot reserve tables other than for the award recipients so it is 
suggested that you arrive early.

We will be recognizing the recipients of the Liberty Bell Award as well as the winners of 
the Moot Court Competition, Digital Media Contest, Essay and Poster contests.  Please 
join us as we honor these deserving award winners.

Reservations must be made by 4:30 P.M. on Wednesday, April 26th.   Please mail your 
reservation form to the Bar Office or call in your reservation at 330-453-0685.

We look forward to seeing you on May 3rd.

Todd Evans, Chairman
Law Day Committee

2023 Law Day Luncheon
Wednesday, May 3, 2023 – 11:45 A.M.

Kent State University at Stark’s Conference Center
$26.00 per Person

  Number of Reservations: _________________________Total Enclosed:

 Name (s):

 Address:

Please mail: Stark County Bar Association
400 Courtyard Centre * 116 Cleveland Ave., N.W. * Canton, OH 44702

Phone:  330-453-0685

!
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LLeeggaall  AAvveennuueess::  YYoouurr  RRooaadd  ttoo  SSoolluuttiioonnss  
 
 
A law firm’s website is the face of its legal practice. Hav-
ing a website allows a firm to showcase its members’ tal-
ents and inform clients of the services they can provide for 
clients. When checking a law firm’s website, the client 
generally has two options for contacting a firm, either by 
phone or email. As technology continues to change, so do 
the ways of interacting with clients. Many websites offer a 
third means of contact and that is through chat.  
Web Chat has become increasingly popular. This is par-
tially due to 50% of clients preferring the ease of messag-
ing versus making a phone call.1 On average 63% of mil-
lennials preferred having basic queries answered by chat.2 
Chat features can be seen on numerous websites. For ex-
ample, the Stark County Law Library offers live chat. Po-
tential clients may be reluctant to call a firm if they have a 
simple question.  
Although chat boxes primarily answer client questions, 
they can also evaluate client needs. Each chat is saved on 
the services database and is easily accessible to staff to 
view client questions.3  
 
Automated Chatbots 
A chatbot uses artificial intelligence to interact with web-
site visitors through a prepared set of questions and an-
swers.4 Clients will be directed toward the information 
they are looking for with clarifying questions. Depending 
on the chatbot, a firm can customize the chatbot’s re-
sponses.5 Another great benefit is that chatbots can be 
readily available 24/7. The responses rely on the AI’s ma-
chine learning capabilities as it continuously learns from 
client interaction.6  If a firm were to look back at past in-
quiries it may choose to have the chatbot answer questions 
based on its areas of practice or laws within its state.7  
While chatbots are able to provide rapid responses, there 
are a few issues to be wary of. Chatbots are typically pro-
grammed to only answer basic questions. If a client asks a 
question that is not part of the pre-determined path, the 
question would be left unanswered.6  
 
 

Live Chat 
Live Chat allows a client to speak with a person rather 
than a chatbot. A firm may implement a live chat service 
and have its staff handle the chat questions. There is also 
the option of outsourcing a firm’s live chat to a chat pro-
vider.7   
Although having a live chat service is beneficial, it does 
have a few drawbacks as well. Unlike live chat, chatbots 
can be available 24/7. Depending on the size of the firm 
having a live chat feature can be a costly service. A firm 
may not have the resources available to use a live chat 
service and may not want to outsource. 
 
Services You Can Use* 
Smith.ai 
Smith.ai is a service that offers a variety of services. They 
can serve as a virtual receptionist, web chat, and create 
outbound campaigns. For their web chat service, they of-
fer live chat, appointment & call-back scheduling, and 
text.9  
LawDroid 
LawDroid is an AI legal assistant that can answer legal 
questions and summarize legal issues. LawDroid can be 
used as a chatbot and can serve as a virtual assistant. It 
offers a user friendly interface that does not require coding 
to customize its chat settings. This program offers the op-
tion of live chat if a client would need to speak with a staff 
member.10  
Gideon 
Gideon is a bot platform designed for law firms. It offers a 
visual editor that allows customization and does not re-
quire any prior knowledge of coding. Gideon offers live 
chat along with its chatbot. This program can deliver legal 
documents, create customized meetings, and can be inte-
grated with GSuite and Outlook.11  
 
*These services were recommended by Nicole Black from the ABA 
Journal and Annette Chotti from Attorney at Work. These services have 
not been tested and are not endorsed by the Law Library.  

Footnotes 
1“Worldwide Texting Statistics” Agency of Transportation: Vermont State Highway Safety Office. 20 June. 2018. Accessed 29 November. 2022. 
Available at: https://shso.vermont.gov/content/worldwide-texting-statistics 
2Petrov, Christo.“Live Chat Statistics Your Business Needs in 2022” TechJury. 26 November. 2022. Accessed 29 November. 2022. Available at: 
https://techjury.net/blog/live-chat-statistics/#gref 
3Black, Nicole.“What You Need to Know About Virtual and Chatobot Assistants for Lawyers” ABAJournal. 27 January. 2020. Accessed 29 Novem-
ber. 2022. Available at: https://www.abajournal.com/web/article/what-you-need-to-know-about-virtual-and-chatbot-assistants-for-lawyers 
4 Dmiyadi, Lisa. “Chatbots for Lawyers” Clio. May. 2021.  Accessed 29 November. 2022. Available at: https://www.clio.com/blog/chatbots-for-
lawyers/ 
5Pednekar, Laxman. “Chatbot Automation: What Is It and Why Do You Need It?” Kaspersky. 22 March. 2022. Accessed 2 December. 2022. Availa-
ble at: https://www.claysys.com/blog/chatbot-automation/ 
6Chotti, Anette.“Live Chat and Chatbots: Do You Need Them on Your Law Firm’s Website?” Attorney At Work. 12 September. 2022. Accessed 2 
December. 2022. Available at: https://www.attorneyatwork.com/live-chat-and-chatbots-for-lawyers/#h-what-is-a-chatbot 
7Draper, Adam. “Live Chat and Chatbots for Lawyers” Forbes. 1 August. 2022. Accessed 2 December. 2022. Available at: https://www.forbes.com/
sites/forbesagencycouncil/2022/08/01/live-chat-and-chatbots-for-lawyers/?sh=52e3a14e3636 
8Marino, Susie. “12 Remarkable Reasons to Add Web Chat to Your Website (+12 Examples!)” LocaliQ.  April 8. 2022. Accessed 2 December. 2022. 
Available at: https://localiq.com/blog/reasons-to-use-live-chat 
9“All Features: What We Do” Smith.ai.  Accessed 2 December. 2022. Available at: https://smith.ai/all-features/what-we-do 
10“Your All Legal Assistant” LawDroid.  Accessed 2 December. 2022. Available at: https://lawdroid.com/# 
11“Intake, Scheduling and Document Assembly Software for Law Firms” Gideon.  Accessed 2 December. 2022. Available at: https://
www.gideonlegal.com/ 

Legal Tech Update: Web Chat 

By Kasey Brown 
Stark County Law Library 

kcbrown@starkcountyohio.gov 

LAW DAY SPONSORSHIP 
2023 Law Week May 1 - May 5

The Liberty Bell Award
In Celebration of Law Day
May 1, 2023 - May 5, 2023

The Law Day Committee is asking local attorneys and law firms if they would be willing to make a donation in the 
amount of $400.00 to help sponsor our Law Day Events.  As you may know, we offer various events during this week:

This year our Keynote Speaker for the Law Day Luncheon will be Ohio Attorney General Dave Yost.  

In return for your valuable sponsorship, you will receive four tickets to the Law Day Luncheon on Wednesday, 
May 3, 2023 and will also receive recognition in the Law Day Program and in the Stark County Bar Journal.  Don’t 
miss out on what is an important event for our bar association.  

If you are able to help sponsor these events, please forward a check in the amount of $400.00 made payable to the 
Stark County Bar Association, Attn: Tina McCort.

Thank you in advance for your support.  We hope to see you at these events.  

Law Day Committee

n Essay and Poster Contest n Moot Court Competition           n Tour de Courts   
n Televised Ask-A-Lawyer  n CLE Seminar     n Ohio Justice Bus
n Law Day Luncheon  n “Why I Want To Become A Lawyer” Essay Contest         

The Liberty Bell Award is presented annually by the Stark County Bar 
Association to individual(s), particularly non-lawyers, who have rendered 
outstanding service to the community.  All fields of endeavor are intended for 
promoting a better understanding of our Constitution and the Bill of Rights; 
encouraging a better respect of the law and the courts; stimulating a deeper 
sence of individual responsibility so that citizens recognize their duties as well 
as their rights; contributing to the effective functioning of our institutions of 
government; and fostering a better understanding and appreciation of the rule 
of law.

For further information, please contact Teresa P. Cusma, Liberty Bell Award 
Committee Chairman at 330-324-3982. Nominations will close Friday, 
March 31, 2023.

Stark County Bar Association
400 Courtyard Centre Building

116 Cleveland Avenue NW
Canton, Ohio 44702-1728

330-453-0685 • SCB@StarkCtyBar.com
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Legal Avenues: Your Road to Solutions 

 

LLeeggaall  AAvveennuueess::  YYoouurr  RRooaadd  ttoo  SSoolluuttiioonnss  
 
 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) appears to be everywhere. It is 
the topic of numerous headlines on blogs, podcasts, etc. In 
particular, the AI program ChatGPT has been recently 
making headlines due to its generating capabilities with its 
3.5 upgrade.1  While the discussion of AI feels new, it was 
first developed in the late 1950s.2 AI has grown            
immensely since its initial development. AI has steadily 
become integrated into our daily lives and is used in auto-
correct, new routes when we’re stuck in traffic, your     
favorite music app’s algorithm, and ads curated by 
Google. AI’s learning behaviors continue to spark innova-
tive ideas and lessen our daily workload. While AI can be 
used in everyday life, what does it look like in the legal 
sphere? Can AI be a great asset to law firms? 
     AI is defined as the simulation of human intelligence 
processed by machines.3  The AI will gather data, analyze, 
and create predictions. It does this by acting on data, 
learning from new data, and improving over time.4 A sim-
ple reason to choose a program that utilizes AI is due to its 
ability for quality improvement. While it is important to 
not rely on AI entirely, it is good practice to use a program 
that can assist with searching for inaccuracies and errors.  
Within the legal realm, AI is primarily used as an analytic 
tool rather than a generation tool.  
     Unlike ChatGPT, Westlaw Edge’s AI is     primarily 
known for its analytic capabilities. Westlaw’s KeyCite 
feature provides warnings and context for cases, statutes, 
administrative decisions, and regulations.5 KeyCite helps 
determine whether it is good law and     assists in retriev-
ing citing references.  
     WestSearch Plus is an AI-driven legal research tool. 
You can search using plain language and even type in a 
question. It also creates recommendations based on what 
you are typing. The search results list law summaries with 
relevant information to your query.6 It also creates case   
synopsizes from your search results to save time from 
browsing the entire document. Another beneficial feature 
Westlaw provides is its AI-driven litigation analytics and 
statutes comparison tool. It provides detailed analytics 

covering judges, attorneys, courts, and law firms (both 
federal and state) along with comparing changes to      
statutes.7 Westlaw Edge is available at the Stark Coun-
ty Law Library.  
     AI can be used in a variety of ways, from generating 
text and documents to gathering and analyzing data. AI 
also can compare documents and organize information, 
along with identifying missing terms and definitions.8 
These abilities are primarily in smart-software that    
maintains internal organization.  
     Due diligence is another area AI can be utilized to re-
view contracts, conduct legal research, and electronic dis-
covery.9 The AI used is also known as Technology-
Assisted Review (TAR). Emerj, an AI research and       
advisory company, has compiled a list of useful TAR pro-
grams.  
 
Legal AI Programs* 
Kira Systems 
Kira Systems was formed by a former lawyer. Kira has the 
capability to create summaries and can be customized to 
find specific clauses and data points unique to your 
search. 10 
eBrevia 
eBrevia was created by junior associates in partnership 
with Columbia University. eBrevia was designed to re-
view contracts in half the amount of time a person would 
review. This program is able to extract information from 
scanned documents and the software can then convert it to 
searchable text.11 

Casetext 
Casetext states that it can review any brief uploaded and 
share the list of authorities cited. It has the ability to find 
other sources with the same legal issues, facts, and juris-
diction.12 

*These services were recommended by Daniel Faggella from Ermerj. 
These services have not been tested and are not endorsed by the Law 
Library.  

Footnotes 
1“ChatGPT: Optimizing Language Models for Dialogue” OpenAI. 30 November. 2022.  Accessed 26 January. 2023 Available at: https://openai.com/blog/chatgpt/ 
2Copeland, B.J. “Alan Turing and the Beginning of AI” Britannica. Accessed 25 January. 2023. Available at: https://www.britannica.com/technology/artificial-
intelligence/Connectionism 
3Burns, Ed., Lakowski, Nicole., & Tucci, Linda. “What Is Artificial Intelligence (AI)?” TechTarget. Accessed 26 January. 2023. Available at: https://
www.techtarget.com/searchenterpriseai/definition/AI-Artificial-Intelligence 
4Shroff, Raj.“Artificial Intelligence Explained in Simple Terms” Medium. 25 September. 2019. Accessed 26 January. 2023. Available at: https://medium.com/
mytake/artificial-intelligence-explained-in-simple-english-part-1-2-1b28c1f762cf 
5“KeyCite at a Glance” Thomas Reuters. Accessed 30 January. 2023. Available at: http://lscontent.westlaw.com/images/banner/documentation/2009/
KCataGlance.pdf 
6Ambrogi,Bob.“Move Over Westlaw – Meet the Next-Generation Westlaw Edge, With Advanced AI and Analytics” LawNext. 12 July. 2018. Accessed 30 Janu-
ary. 2023. Available at: https://www.lawnext.com/2018/07/move-westlaw-meet-next-generation-westlaw-edge-advanced-ai-analytics.html 
7“WestSearch Plus” Thomas Reuters. Accessed 30 January. 2023. Available at: https://legal.thomsonreuters.com/en/products/westlaw-edge/westsearch-plus 
8“7 Ways Artificial Intelligence Can Benefit Your Law Firm” YourABA. September. 2017. Accessed 30 January. 2023. Available at: https://www.americanbar.org/
news/abanews/publications/youraba/2017/september-2017/7-ways-artificial-intelligence-can-benefit-your-law-firm/ 
9Fagella, Daniel. “AI in Law and Legal Practice – A Comprehensive View of 35 Current Applications” Emerj. September 7. 2021. Accessed 3 February. 2023. 
Available at: https://emerj.com/ai-sector-overviews/ai-in-law-legal-practice-current-applications/  
10“How Kira Works.” KiraSystems. Accessed 3 February. 2023. Available at: https://kirasystems.com/ 
11“eBrevia” DFIN. Accessed 3 February. 2023. Available at: https://www.dfinsolutions.com/products/ebrevia#overview 
12“Have CARA A.I. Find You the Most On-point Authorities.” Casetext. Accessed 3 February. 2023. Available at: https://casetext.com/cara-ai/  
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PROBATE BONDS                                                     
Guardianship—Estate—Trust    

 

2539 Cleveland Ave NW                                                 
Canton OH 44709                                                        

330-454-6135      Fax 330-454-9459 
bwalsh@rlnicholasins.com                                                                  

rnicholas@rlnicholasins.com  
khaltom@rlnicholasins.com 

*  PROMPT TURNAROUND                                                                                  
*  Professional, Confidential & Courteous                                                                      
* Necessary Forms available via fax  or email                        
* Bond delivery available 

 

Arnold, Gruber & Haren, Ltd.

Is seeking a Probate Paralegal for 
immediate hire.

Please send resumes to:
jgraf@aghattorneys.com.

624 Fifth Street NW • Canton, Ohio 44703
Phone (330)454-9141

VISIT OUR WEBSITE:
SlimansPrintery.com

Follow 
us on 

&&  
EERRNNOOWW  LLPPAA  WW  WW  WW  

AANNDD  SS  SS  SS  EEBBOOLLTT  SS  SS  SS  
PATENT, TRADEMARK, COPYRIGHT LAW 

& RELATED LITIGATION 

4940 Munson St. NW, Suite 1100 330.244.1174 
Canton, Ohio  44718 www.sswip.com

• Florida Estates
• Medicaid and Nursing Home Planning
• Veterans Benefits Planning

P 330-491-2222 
www.bixlermoore.com

Edgar M. Moore, Jr.  Timothy J. Moore

Special Needs Trusts & 
Trust Reformations 

Jennifer L. Lile, CELA 
Attorney at Law 

jlile@kwgd.com 

MEMBER 
4775 Munson Street NW, Canton 

330.497.0700        
KWGD.com 



Arnold, Gruber & Haren, Ltd.
We are pleased to announce the merger of 

the law firms of Gruber, Haren, Thomas & Co. 
and Arnold & Associates, Ltd.! Arnold, Gruber 
& Haren, Ltd. will continue to provide the 
same high quality, efficient and personalized 
legal services that our clients have come to 
expect.

401 Tuscarawas St. W., Suite 201    Canton, Ohio 44702
P 330-451-2050    F 330-451-2055    houstonreed.com

	DIVORCE & DISSOLUTION
	CHILD CUSTODY & SUPPORT
	CHILD VISITATION

Call our team of professionals 
for all your real estate needs!

4065 Fulton Dr NW, Canton          
330.498.4400         
putmanproperties.com

4,500 SQ.FT. OFFICE/MEDICAL/RETAIL BUILDING FOR SALE OR 1,500 SQ.FT. AVAILABLE FOR LEASE
930-938 AMHERST RD NE, MASSILLON, OHIO  44646

For more information, please contact:
Saylor Putman 330.495.8292

Timothy J. Putman 330.495.0600

O�ce or retail space for medical, law, insurance, 
engineering, computers, or sales o�ces. 
Concrete paved parking front and rear.   

Located in Northeast Massillon.  
Minutes from downtown Massillon.  

Easy access via Route 21 to Akron, Canton, or 
Massillon retail.

 CAM is $2.51/sq.ft. or $313.75/month includes taxes, 
insurance, snow plowing/landscaping and 

water/sewer.

1,500 Sq.Ft. For Lease:  $8.00/Sq.Ft. NNN
Suite includes:  Reception, 2 o�ces, 

conference room, kitchenette, & ADA restroom.

For Sale:  $395,000 (Recent Price Reduction)

FOR LEASE OR SALE

4684 Douglas Circle NW  |  Canton, OH 44718  |  (330) 526-0770

We Will Try Your Case
229 Years Combined Trial Experience

Richard S. Milligan
Paul J. Pusateri

Anthony E. Brown
Thomas R. Himmelspach
Merle D. “Trace” Evans

Kimberly K. Wyss
Jack B. Cooper
Jenna M. McKean

Daniel D. Eisenbrei
Brandon O. Trent
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